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ILIAD

In a companion volume to his award-winning adaptation of  
The Odyssey, the incomparable graphic novelist  

Gareth Hinds masterfully adapts Homer’s classic wartime epic.

More than three thousand years ago,  
two armies faced each other in an epic 
battle that changed the course of history 
and came to be known as the Trojan War. 
The Iliad, Homer’s legendary account of 
this nine-year ordeal, is considered the 
greatest war story of all time and one  
of the most important works of Western  
literature. In this stunning graphic novel 
adaptation — a thoroughly researched and 
artfully rendered masterwork — renowned 
illustrator Gareth Hinds captures all the grim 
glory of Homer’s epic. Dynamic illustrations 
take readers directly to the plains of Troy, 
into the battle itself, and lay bare the complex 
emotions of the men, women, and gods whose 
struggles fueled the war and determined its 
outcome. This companion volume to Hinds’s 
award-winning adaptation of The Odyssey 
features notes, maps, a cast of characters, and 
other tools to help readers understand all the 
action and drama of Homer’s epic.

Gareth Hinds is the acclaimed creator of the 
graphic novels The Odyssey, Poe, Beowulf, 
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Merchant 
of Venice, and King Lear. He lives near 
Washington, D.C.

HC: 978-0-7636-8113-5 • $27.99 ($36.99 CAN) 
PB: 978-0-7636-9663-4 • $16.99 ($16.99 CAN) 
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AndromAche And

ScAmAndriuS
Wife and Son of Hector

helen
Daughter of Zeus 
Wife of Menelaus

PriAm And 
hecubA

King and Queen  
of Troy

“little” 
AjAx

Son of Oileus 
Prince of Locris

“GreAt” AjAx
Son of Telamon 

Prince of Salamis

neStor
Son of Neleus 
King of Pylos

diomedeS
Son of Tydeus 
King of Argos

teucer
Son of Telamon 

Half-brother of Ajax

AGAmemnon
Son of Atreus 
High King of 

Mycenae

menelAuS
Son of Atreus 
King of Sparta

odySSeuS
Son of Laertes 
King of Ithaca

PAtrocluS
Son of 

Menoetius

AchilleS
Son of Peleus 
Leader of the 
Myrmidons

hector
Son of Priam 
Prince of Troy

PAriS
Son of Priam 
Prince of Troy

PAndAruS
Son of Lycaon 
Leader of the 

Zeleans

AeneAS
Son of Aphrodite 

Leader of the 
Dardanians

SArPedon
Son of Zeus 

King of Lycia

ZeuS
God of Lightning 
Chief of the Gods

herA
Goddess of Family 

Wife of Zeus

PoSeidon
God of the  

Ocean

hAdeS
God of the 
Underworld

APhrodite
Goddess of  

Love

thetiS
Goddess of the Sea  
Mother of Achilles

The ILIAD
GAreth hindS

the Iliad’s cast of characters

Children of the Titans

AthenA
Goddess of Wisdom, 

Craft, and Battle

hePhAeStuS
God of Fire

AreS
God of War

APollo
God of the Sun 
and Medicine

hermeS
God of Trickery 
and Messengers

ArtemiS
Goddess of Hunting 

Sister of Apollo

Children of Zeus
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The Iliad is not only the longest and most ambitious book I’ve 
adapted; I believe it is also the most important.

I took my time getting around to adapting it, because I knew it 
would be a whole different level of challenge from anything I’d 
done before, even The Odyssey. The Iliad is not only huge, but 
also extremely dense, packed with history, mythology, long 
lists of similar-sounding character names, sprawling battle 
scenes filled with carnage, and much more.

Many readers (myself included) come away from their first experience of The Iliad 
with little more than a vague impression of endless fighting and dying, and of so-called 
“heroes” like Achilles and Agamemnon acting like sulky babies — but there’s much 
more to it than that. It is a timeless story about the social and psychological forces that 
drive individuals and societies into conflict. At the same time, it is an incredibly rich, 
detailed look at life in the Bronze Age, over three thousand years ago. The more you 
read it, the better you can understand the context and social dynamics of the characters 
and the cultures who fought to rule the Mediterranean and shaped the future in their 
image. The Iliad shows us the roots of Western civilization.

I’ve used all the tools of the comics medium to clarify the story and make it even 
more accessible for the modern reader. The gods are identified by the use of ethereal 
tints and colored outlines, while each army has an identifying color scheme and each 
named character has a distinctive shield and helmet design and a stylized initial on 
their breastplate. I switched between overviews and individual clashes within each 
battle to clarify the flow of the action, and I carefully balanced the panel layout of 
each fight and the overall pacing of each scene to keep the story driving forward. I’m 
proud of the result, and I think it will give readers of all ages a more enjoyable and 
rewarding introduction to The Iliad than they might have with the text alone. I hope 
this will allow more people to enjoy both The Odyssey and The Iliad, to understand 
these monumental works and all they have to teach us about our history and ourselves.

praise for The Odyssey

other graphic novels by Gareth Hinds

“Does genuine justice to Homer’s epic poem. . . . THRILLING.”  
— The Wall Street Journal

★ “HOLDS NOTHING BACK and is proudly, grittily realistic 
rather than cheerfully cartoonish. . . . Big, bold, beautiful.”  
— Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

★ “The SUMPTUOUS ART, produced with grain, texture, and 
hue, evokes a time long past while detailing every line and drop 
of sweat on Odysseus’s face and conveying the sheer grandeur 
of seeing a god rise out of the ocean. . . . A grand example of 
Hinds’s ability to combine historical adventure with human 
understanding.” — Booklist (starred review)

★ “With this graphic-novel interpretation, Hinds will hook some 
of those holdouts who have thus far resisted The Odyssey’s lure. . . . Outstanding individuation 
of characters . . . [and] LOVINGLY DEVELOPED flow between frames . . . make the work 
accessible.” — Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books (starred review)

“The adaptation is most IMPRESSIVE in its ability to convey the despair, anguish, and joy of 
the characters in a sudden, striking way that text alone can’t, pulling these familiar figures out 
from a thousands-year-old story and presenting the reader with human faces. . . . Hinds has 
created a work that both honors the epic’s long tradition and helps readers see these characters 
in a new light.” — Publishers Weekly

“Hinds’s BEAUTIFUL WATERCOLORS SKILLFULLY CAPTURE the rosy-fingered dawn, 
the wine-dark sea, the land of the dead, and many other settings and characters that will inspire 
readers. . . . A welcome addition for fans of Homer’s original work and for newcomers to this 
classic story.” — School Library Journal

“A SPECTACULAR graphic novel.” — Buffalo News
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“This is no mere comics adaptation of an ancient classic.  
Through his intricately illustrated panels, Gareth Hinds brings us  

The Iliad ’s depth, brutality, and power. A Herculean effort  
worthy of the original.”

— Gene Luen Yang, Michael L. Printz Award winner  
for American Born Chinese 

“With his graphic novel retelling of The Iliad, Gareth Hinds  
has created a work of such scope and power that it boggles my mind. It 
truly lives up to the — dare I say it — epic scale of the original poem.”

— George O’Connor, author of the New York Times  
best-selling Olympians series

a new graphic novel by 
Gareth Hinds


