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Handselling Tip Card

Bookseller 
Amy Baum 

is chirping about:

“ Creak! Said the Bed will make for 
a rollicking storytime with lots  
of opportunity to join in and to 
giggle. Creak! will take its place 
proudly among our favorite 
read-alouds.”

— Amy Baum 
The Red Balloon Bookshop 

St. Paul, MN

www.candlewickchirp.com
Candlewick Press

Candlewick’s Handselling 
Indie Recognition Program

Creak! Said the Bed
Phyllis Root
illustrated by Regan Dunnick
ISBN: 978-0-7636-2004-2
$15.99 ($20.00 CAN)
On sale April 13, 2010
Picture book
Ages 4–8 

Amy Baum suggests 
handselling this title to:

storytellers who want a fun read-aloud that 
involves an interactive component

classroom teachers who want to illustrate the 
use of language and sound

parents and grandparents who love Phyllis 
Root’s other rhythmic read-alouds (One 
Duck Stuck, Rattletrap Car, Kiss the 
Cow!, and Flip, Flap, Fly!)



Handselling Tip Card

Bookseller 
Angela Sherrill 

is chirping about:

“ A curse and a prophecy lead 
Finnikin of the Rock to his des-
tiny. Complex relationships and 
family drama in turbulent times 
force Finnikin to learn compas-
sion amidst violence. The blood-
shed here is Royal, Rogue, and 
ultimately part of a Revolution. 
Best for ages thirteen to sixteen.”

— Angela Sherrill 
57th Street Books 

Chicago, IL
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Finnikin of the Rock
Melina Marchetta
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4361-4
$18.99 ($23.00 CAN)
On sale February 9, 2010
Young adult fiction
Age 14 and up

Angela Sherrill suggests 
handselling this title to:

young ladies who’ve exhausted the 
works of Tamora Pierce

readers familiar with the fantasy 
genre seeking new heroes and 
heroines

fantasy readers looking for a balance 
of action and complex characters

fans of Susan Cooper, Christoper 
Paolini, Kristin Cashore, and Diana 
Wynne Jones



Handselling Tip Card

Bookseller 
JoAnn Fruchtman 
is chirping about:

“ Barrett’s exquisite illustrations 
enhance Schlitz’s already charm-
ing, witty garden adventure of 
Flory, a dark-skinned wingless 
fairy with substance and determi-
nation. A thoughtfully produced 
volume, The Night Fairy should 
become a classic. This world 
needs more Florys!”

— JoAnn Fruchtman 
The Children’s Bookstore 

Baltimore, MD
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The Night Fairy
Laura Amy Schlitz
illustrated by Angela Barrett
ISBN: 978-0-7636-3674-6
$16.99 ($20.00 CAN)
On sale February 23, 2010
Illustrated middle-grade 
fiction
Ages 7–11

JoAnn Fruchtman suggests 
handselling this title to:

fairy lovers

nature lovers

suspense lovers

read-aloud lovers

lovers of beautiful books



Handselling Tip Card

Bookseller 
Alison Morris 

is chirping about:

“ The story of Cloud Tea Monkeys 
floats along with a seemingly effort-
less grace, carrying the reader with 
it. I’d be hard-pressed to say which is 
more beautiful: the flawless composi-
tion of the book’s sentences or the 
lush beauty of Juan Wijngaard’s illus-
trations. Combined, the two play a 
quiet and magical music that will 
cast a spell over the whole family. 
Read this one together, and brew 
yourselves a big cup of tea.”

— Alison Morris 
Wellesley Booksmith 

Wellesley, MA
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Cloud Tea Monkeys
Mal Peet & Elspeth Graham
illustrated by Juan Wijngaard
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4453-6
$15.99 ($20.00 CAN)
On sale February 23, 2010
Picture book
Age 4 and up

Alison Morris suggests 
handselling this title to:

kids who are transitioning from  
picture books to chapter books and 
read-alouds

teachers wanting students to examine 
the craft of fine writing

tea drinkers



Bookseller 
Susan Capaldi 

is chirping about:

“ I have always been a big fan of Matt 
Tavares’s illustrations. So when Henry 
Aaron’s Dream fell into my hands, it 
hit a home run with me. Not only is 
this a great baseball story with stun-
ning illustrations (the Caldecott 
committee better sit up and take 
notice), but the story is rich with 
accurate history and a tender message 
to follow your heart and dreams. Each 
painted page tells a story all on its 
own. The author’s note, stats page, 
and bibliography make this a winner.”

— Susan Capaldi 
McLean & Eakin Booksellers 

Petoskey, MI 
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Henry Aaron’s Dream
Matt Tavares
ISBN: 978-0-7636-3224-3
$16.99 ($22.00 CAN)
On sale January 12, 2010
Nonfiction picture book
Ages 8–10

Susan Capaldi suggests 
handselling this title to:

baseball fans

sports fans

history fans

lovers of beautifully illustrated books

fans of Loren Long



Bookseller 
Judy Wheeler 

is chirping about:

“ No reason to be bored! These 
thirty-one activities can be done 
as a project, randomly in one’s 
spare time, at a themed party, or 
in a classroom. Fun with a 
purpose — anytime.”

— Judy Wheeler 
Towne Center Books 

Pleasanton, CA 
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31 Ways to Change the World
We Are What We Do
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4506-9
$8.99 ($12.00 CAN)
On sale March 9, 2010
Nonfiction
Ages 8–12

Judy Wheeler suggests 
handselling this title to:

teachers encouraging creative 
thinking

parents keeping children busy

scout troops inspiring young leaders



Bookseller 
Dara La Porte 

is chirping about:

“ Children will be drawn to the 
pop-up, pull-tab, turn-the-wheel 
gizmos, and they’ll stay for the 
clearly presented wealth of infor-
mation. How the World Works 
explains the science of our planet, 
from its formation and place in 
the solar system to our earth’s con-
stant evolution, putting the mod-
ern problem of global climate 
change in context.”

— Dara La Porte 
Politics and Prose 

Washington, DC
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How the World Works
A Hands-On Guide to Our  
Amazing Planet
Christiane Dorion
illustrated by Beverley Young
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4801-5
$17.99 ($23.00 CAN)
On sale February 23, 2010
Nonfiction novelty • Ages 7–11

Dara La Porte suggests 
handselling this title to:

Other handselling  
tips from Dara

Show the book to both boys and 
girls — catch them with the pop-up 
gizmos, and keep them with the  
interesting science.

Put this title at the center of an  
Earth Day display.

third- to seventh-grade science  
teachers for their classroom libraries

elementary teachers for classroom 
sets for small group work

parents and grandparents of burgeon-
ing scientists age seven to eleven



Bookseller 
Carol Sokoloff 

is chirping about:

“ A Spy in the House introduces 
Mary Quinn, a Victorian teen 
who promises to be a worthy  
successor to Philip Pullman’s 
Sally Lockhart. Suspenseful situa-
tions and plot twists make this a 
page-turner, while the physical 
and social atmosphere of place 
and times give food for thought.”

— Carol Sokoloff 
Prairie Lights 
Iowa City, IA
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The Agency:
A Spy in the House
Y. S. Lee
ISBN: 978-0-7636-4067-5
$16.99 ($20.00 CAN)
On sale March 9, 2010
Young adult fiction
Age 12 and up

Carol Sokoloff suggests 
handselling this title to:

girls age ten and up who enjoy mys-
teries and/or historical novels

people who are purchasing gifts for 
the above

girls who enjoy or have enjoyed the 
Gemma Doyle series by Libba Bray, 
the Sally Lockhart series by Philip 
Pullman, and the Enola Holmes  
mysteries by Nancy Springer


