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The Black Rabbit

Black Rabbit, the Copycat
After reading The Black Rabbit, ask the children: Who 
(or in this case, what) is the Black Rabbit? Why was 
Rabbit scared of the Black Rabbit? Ask the children if 
they have ever played with their own shadow or made 
shadow puppets. Discuss the reason why the Black 
Rabbit was sometimes behind Rabbit and at other times 
in front of Rabbit. 

Discuss the fact that the Black Rabbit is a copycat: when 
Rabbit runs, so does the Black Rabbit, and so on. Place 
the children in pairs and have one child be Rabbit and 
the other the Black Rabbit. Explain that the child who 
is the Black Rabbit should copy all the movements of 
the child who is Rabbit. Then have each pair switch 
roles. When the children have exhausted the physical 
aspect of this activity, invite them to complete the 
accompanying reproducible. They should be filled with 
ideas after their role-playing! Have the children fill 
in the blanks by thinking of an action that the Black 
Rabbit can copy from Rabbit. For example, Rabbit 
jumps, and the Black Rabbit jumps too. Allow  
them to illustrate each action as well.

The Black Rabbit Maze
Show the children the end papers of The Black Rabbit. 
Discuss how they depict the path Rabbit took in trying 
to escape the Black Rabbit, eventually taking him 
through the deep, dark wood. Explain to the children 
that they are going to help Rabbit through those woods 
in order to find the Black Rabbit. Have them use the 
maze on the reproducible to spell out Black Rabbit.

Illustration copyright © 2013 by Philippa Leathers
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The Black Rabbit

Black Rabbit, the Copycat
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Rabbit                                          .

The Black Rabbit                                           too.
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The Black Rabbit

The Black Rabbit Maze

Help Rabbit through the 

deep, dark wood maze by 

spelling out Black Rabbit.

Illustration copyright © 2013 by Philippa Leathers

B

B

B

I

T

L

A

C

K

R

A


