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Parents and grandparents hoping to 
nurture global interest and diversity 
awareness in young children 

Holiday shoppers looking for a unique 
all-family, hostess, or teacher gift

Lovers of travel looking for this year’s 
keepsake Christmas book for the coffee 
table or bedtime

Teachers looking for innovative ways to 
compare and contrast celebrations 
around the world  

People hoping to celebrate the diversity 
of a child’s own heritage and the unique 
Christmastime traditions within one’s 
own family 

illustrated by
Debbie Powell

Bookseller Joanna Parzakonis
is chirping about:

“What better way to celebrate the heart of 
Christmas than with this spirited voyage across 
continents for an intimate (lift-the-flap) peek 
into the cherished details that mark 
Christmastime in various countries and homes? 
Children will delight to recognize the unique 
and universal in each creative package, tradition, 
and confection filled with the surprise, wonder, 
and joy of the season.”

— Joanna Parzakonis 
Bookbug 

Kalamazoo, MI 

Walk This World At Christmastime
illustrated by Debbie Powell
Novelty: 978-0-7636-8921-6
$17.99 
On sale September 27 , 2016
Novelty
Ages 5–8

Joanna recommends 
handselling this title to:
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Paula Garner

Bookseller Whitney Berger
is chirping about:

“Phantom Limbs broke my heart again and 
again. This extraordinary first novel tackles 
themes such as death, separation, teenage love, 
and especially grief. Garner does a phenomenal 
job of showing us what pain, real and 
imagined, can do to our lives. Teens and adults 
both are going to fall in love with Otis, Dara, 
and Meg; I surely did.”

— Whitney Berger 
The King’s English Bookshop  

Salt Lake City, UT

Phantom Limbs
by Paula Garner
HC: 978-0-7636-8205-7
$16.99 
On sale September 13, 2016
Young adult fiction
Age 14 and up

Teenagers, especially athletes

Lovers of realistic, contemporary fiction  

Adults who want to understand what 
their teenagers are thinking

Whitney recommends 
handselling this title to:
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Delia Sherman

Bookseller Marika McCoola
is chirping about:

“A dark, delightful original fantasy with grit and 
charm. When Nick runs away from his awful 
uncle, he ends up at Evil Wizard Books. While 
the Evil Wizard is, well, evil, the bookshop 
begins teaching Nick magic. With a pack of 
coyotes led by an evil wolf-wizard terrorizing the 
town, Nick will need all the help the bookshop 
can provide.”

— Marika McCoola  
Porter Square Books 

Cambridge, MA

The Evil Wizard Smallbone
by Delia Sherman
HC: 978-0-7636-8805-9
$17.99
On sale September 13, 2016
Middle-grade fiction
Ages 8–12

Readers who’ve enjoyed Harry Potter, 
The Greenglass House, and The Real Boy 

People who love bookshops

Frustrated middle-grade readers or 
readers with prickly exteriors

Kids who’ve been through foster care or 
other difficult living situations who may 
see their frustrations reflected in Nick

Fantasy readers looking for a stand-
alone book

Marika recommends 
handselling this title to:
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Maggie Tokuda-Hall, 
illustrated by  
Benji Davies

Bookseller Summer Laurie 
is chirping about:

“All you need is ‘a little bit of nothing’ to begin a 
story. Start with a character, add a need, a failure, 
MAYBE some waffles and a ukulele, a resolution, 
and … the rest is up to you. Dazzling debut 
author (and bookseller) Tokuda-Hall and 
shooting-star illustrator Davies achieve liftoff on 
their visually boisterous, rambunctious romp 
through the creative process.”

— Summer Laurie  
Books Inc. 

San Francisco, CA

Also an Octopus
by Maggie Tokuda-Hall 
illustrated by Benji Davies 
HC: 978-0-7636-7084-9
$16.99 
On sale October 4, 2016
Picture book 
Ages 3–7

Parents looking for a smart, silly, clever, 
and funny read-aloud 

Language arts teachers, or really 
anyone, looking to outline the basics of 
story writing

Fans of Mac Barnett, Jory John, and 
Oliver Jeffers who like a little meta with 
their picture books

Hipster parents in search of artistic 
family projects

Aspiring authors looking for inspiration 
for NaNoWriMo

Summer recommends 
handselling this title to:



Handselling Tip Sheet

Candlewick Press         www.candlewickchirp.com

Carson Ellis

Bookseller Sara Grochowski is 
chirping about:

“In Du Iz Tak?, readers dive into the miniature 
world of bugs, where big things are happening. 
The story is told entirely in an imaginative insect 
language, and readers will quickly find 
themselves understanding and speaking ‘Bug.’ 
Carson Ellis’s vibrant illustrations are full of tiny 
details; readers will come back again and again 
to explore this striking, inventive story. Su!”

—  Sara Grochowski  
Brilliant Books 

Traverse City, MI

Du Iz Tak?
by Carson Ellis
HC: 978-0-7636-6530-2
$16.99 
On sale October 18, 2016
Picture book
Ages 4–8

Fans of Carson Ellis’s first picture book, 
Home, as well as any customer who 
appreciates exceptional picture books 
that spark discussion  

Budding naturalists curious about 
seasons, flora, and insects

Adult readers who are intimidated by 
wordless picture books as read-alouds, 
but are curious about exploring the 
format

Educators and parents focused on literacy 
and interested in a unique lesson in using 
context clues

Sara recommends 
handselling this title to:
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Bookseller Nicole Yasinsky
is chirping about:

“This larger-than-life menagerie is full of 
whimsical animals sure to become favorite friends 
in any little one’s library. The illustrations are 
bold, bright, and inviting and are as suitable for 
framing (fans of design and typography — you 
NEED this!) as for endless re-reads at bedtime. 
This will be the coolest gift at any baby shower!”

—  Nicole Yasinsky 
The Booksellers at Laurelwood 

Memphis, TN 

Animals
by Ingela P. Arrhenius
HC: 978-0-7636-9268-1
$22.00 
On sale September 27, 2016
Picture book
Ages 3–7

Animal lovers of all ages

Anyone who wants to give the coolest 
(and maybe the biggest) gift at any 
baby shower 

Parents (or parents-to-be) looking for an 
easy way to spruce up a nursery or kid’s 
room

Little ones who love to curl up with a 
not-so-little book

Design and typography nerds

Nicole recommends 
handselling this title to:

Ingela P. Arrhenius
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Bookseller Brandi Stewart
is chirping about:

“A Child of Books is a perfect tribute to classic 
literature and imagination. Readers will delight 
in Oliver Jeffers’s whimsical illustrations while 
Sam Winston weaves in snippets of text from 
classics like Peter Pan and Wendy, Alice in 
Wonderland, Gulliver’s Travels, and more. 
Together Jeffers and Winston show us the 
infinity of adventures we can experience from 
reading a book.” 

—  Brandi Stewart 
Changing Hands Bookstore 

Phoenix, AZ 

A Child of Books
by Oliver Jeffers and Sam Winston
HC: 978-0-7636-9077-9
$17.99 
On sale September 6, 2016
Picture book
All ages

Anyone who loves to read

Anyone who collects classic literature

Art teachers who want to tie in 
literature as creative inspiration

People looking for a baby shower gift 
for literary new parents

Parents of reluctant readers who need a 
visual stimulant to show their kids how 
fun reading can be

Brandi recommends 
handselling this title to:

Oliver Jeffers and  
Sam Winston


