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Welcome to the 

It is our pleasure to present our latest 
Candlewick Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit. 

This kit contains simple and entertaining 
activities to be used in conjunction with  
our books. Each activity is designed to foster 
the skills that lead to early reading success  
in children. 

Our spring 2016 story-hour kit showcases four 
delightful books filled with spirit and humor, 
perseverance, and one contemporary twist of 
a classic rhyme. For each title we offer two 
activities aimed at boosting children’s narrative 
skills, letter knowledge, print awareness, 
vocabulary, print motivation, or phonological 
awareness — but most of all, their enthusiasm 
for literature. Because the caregiver’s role is 
essential in a child’s readiness to read, we 
have included a handout at the end of this kit 
that explains these six specific early literacy 
skills. Passing this out to caregivers will assist 
them in getting their child ready to read.

Have fun! 

Books to be used with this  
Candlewick Read to Us!  

Story-Hour Kit

A Big Surprise  
for Little Card

by Charise Mericle Harper
illustrated by Anna Raff

978-0-7636-7485-4
Ages 4–8

More-igami
by Dori Kleber

illustrated by G. Brian Karas
978-0-7636-6819-8 

Ages 4–8

Whoops!
by Suzi Moore 

illustrated by Russell Ayto
978-0-7636-8180-7

Ages 3–7

The House That  
Zack Built

by Alison Murray
978-0-7636-7844-9

Ages 2–5

A Shortcut to Your 
Story Hour 

Read to Us!
Candlewick Press

STORY-HOUR KIT
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More-igami

More-igami Origami
When Joey’s folding gets out of hand at home,  
Mr. Lopez encourages Joey to practice his origami  
skills in his restaurant. After reading the book aloud, 
ask the children questions, such as: Why is Joey so 
excited about origami? Why does his mother say “This 
folding has to stop”? How do you think that makes Joey 
feel? What helps Joey feel better? What does it take 
to become an origami master? Does Joey have what 
it takes? Why or why not? What did Sarah’s mother 
create that Joey was determined to copy? Have you ever 
attempted origami? On the attached reproducible, have 
the children follow the dot-to-dot outline of the crane 
and color it in when completed. 

This activity builds print awareness and narrative skills.

Origami Originals
After reading More-igami, discuss the origin of origami. 
Explain that origami is the Japanese art of folding paper 
to create many decorative forms, such as animals or 
flowers. Share the following fun facts with the children: 
Ori is the Japanese word for folding, and kami is the 
Japanese word for paper; when the two words were put 
together, origami got its name. Origami didn’t actually 
start in Japan, but in China. And while origami was 
originally thought of as child’s play, many adults also 
enjoy this art form. Ask the children if they have 
ever made a paper airplane or paper fortune teller and 
note that these creations have their roots in origami. 
Using the attached reproducible, allow the children 
to manipulate the paper to create their own origami 
ladybug following the instructions at the back of the 
book. Young children will need guidance and assistance.

This activity enhances print motivation and phonological 
awareness.

Whoops!

Whoops! Act 1, Scene 1
Begin by reading Whoops! aloud to the group and let 
the children revel in this chaotic escapade of three 
animals who are desperate to make the right noise. 
Then tell the children that they are invited to join in 
this rhyming romp of mixed-up animal sounds. Ask for 
volunteers to play the parts of the cat, dog, mouse, owl, 
old lady, and even the house. Allow any extra children 
who would like a part to play a musical instrument, 
if one is available, or simply to make the appropriate 
clash, bang sound when needed. Now reread the story 
and have each actor play his or her part accordingly. For 
example, when the cat says “woof,” the child playing 
the cat should say “woof.” When the house shakes and 
turns around, the child playing the house (or the entire 
group of children) can do the same. Have fun with the 
retelling and acting out of this hilarious story, which 
easily lends itself to creativity. Once the children have 
moved their muscles and worked out their giggles, invite 
them to color and cut out the story characters on the 
attached reproducible and glue each one to a craft stick. 
Suggest that they can use their characters to retell the 
story at home again and again.

This activity promotes narrative skills and vocabulary.

Hark, Who Goes There?
After reading Whoops!, ask the children if they can 
remember how many different animal sounds are spoken 
in the book (cluck, quack, cock-a-doodle-doo, baa, neigh, 
moo). Now see if they can match the sound to the 
correct animal. Using the attached reproducible, have 
the children cut and glue the corresponding sound to its 
owner’s speech bubble.

This activity promotes print and phonological awareness.

Directions
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A Big Surprise  
for Little Card
Little Card Library School
This is an adorable tale of Little Card, who mistakenly 
goes to “birthday card school,” but realizes he is truly a 
library card with an important job to do. After reading 
A Big Surprise for Little Card, discuss how Little Card 
never gets to go to library school. Ask the children to 
imagine what kinds of things he might have learned if 
he had gone, then have them compare those to what 
he did learn at birthday card school. Ask questions like: 
Are they very different? If you were Little Card, what 
would you want to learn in order to do a great job at the 
library? After a lively discussion about the library, take 
the children on a library tour (or add a twist and create 
a scavenger hunt for the group). Invite the children to 
find the library catalog and discuss what they would 
do if they were looking for a particular book. Point out 
how the rows of books are organized and ask how they 
would find other books by their favorite authors. Explain 
the difference between fiction and nonfiction. What 
would the children do if they wanted more books about 
dogs or cats? Ask them, “How do you borrow a book?” 
and “What do you need to get a library card?” After 
the library walk, have the children complete their own 
library school certificate using the attached reproducible.

This activity fosters narrative skills and print awareness.

Library Bookmark
Birthday Card tells Little Card that his job will be 
interesting and exciting. One thing Little Card and Alex 
do is organize books into a rainbow before reading them. 
Select a variety of books and put them into a few tubs 
or baskets. Have the children work in groups to sort the 
books any way they like (by color, by topic, by author, 
and so on). After they are done, bring the children back 
together and ask them to think about what their favorite 
topics are. For example, Little Card and Alex read a 

book about space. Would they want to find a book about 
space? What about books about people celebrating 
birthdays? On the attached reproducible, have the 
children make a list on the bookmark of some topics 
that interest them. They may need to dictate the list to 
an adult who will write it for them. Then the children 
can color and cut out their bookmark. Note that they 
can keep it to use as both a bookmark and checklist of 
books to borrow at each library visit.

This activity builds vocabulary, narrative skills, and print 
motivation.

The House That Zack Built
When the Fly Buzzed By
The House That Zack Built is a contemporary twist on a 
classic nursery rhyme. Children will surely find humor in 
the uproar created by a cat that is determined to catch 
a fly. After reading the book aloud, ask the children if 
they can remember the sequence of events. Who buzzed 
on by? Who tried to catch the fly? Where did the cat go 
that created a big splash? Who was awakened? Where 
did he run? And finally, how did Zack fix everything? 
Using the attached reproducible, have the children 
color, cut out, and glue events in the correct order.

This activity enhances narrative skills.

Cat and Fly Maze
A wandering fly has attracted the attention of 
an inquisitive cat. Stalking and chasing the fly 
inadvertently wreaks havoc along the way. After reading 
the amusing tale The House That Zack Built, distribute 
the attached reproducible and tell the children they 
need to help the cat chase the fly through the maze. 
Tracing the path allows the cat to finally catch the fly!

This activity promotes print motivation. 

Directions

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Anna Raff
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More-igami 

More-igami Origami  
Connect the dots from A to Z.

Illustration copyright © 2016 by G. Brian Karas
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More-igami

Origami Originals
Cut out the square. Fold the paper to create 
an origami ladybug. Color the ladybug red 
and black.

Illustration copyright © 2016 by G. Brian Karas
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Whoops!

Whoops! Act 1, Scene 1
Color and cut out the story characters and glue each one to a craft stick. Use 
them to retell the story.

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Russell Ayto
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Whoops!

Hark, Who Goes There?
What is each character saying? Cut out the speech bubbles and use glue to 
match each sound to its owner.

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Russell Ayto
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A Big Surprise for Little Card

Little Card Library School

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Anna Raff

Name: _____________________________________

Library: ____________________________________

Congratulations! You have completed library school!

Draw a picture of your favorite part of library school.
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A Big Surprise for Little Card

Library Bookmark

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Anna Raff

Library Bookmark
I want to read about:
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Illustrations copyright © 2014 by Alison Murray

The House That Zack Built

When the Fly Buzzed By
Color, cut out, and glue the events in the order they happened in the story.
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Start

End

Illustrations copyright © 2014 by Alison Murray

The House That Zack Built

Cat and Fly Maze
Help the cat catch the fly!
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Narrative Skills 
Tell stories together, encourage pretend play, 
and let your child be a storyteller. 

Letter Knowledge 
Help your child identify the first letter in his 
or her name and find it in books, on street 
signs, and on package labels. 

Print Awareness 
Help your child discover how to hold a book 
and turn the pages. 

Vocabulary 
Teach your child the specific names for 
things, such as vegetables in the grocery store. 

Print Motivation 
Find books that speak to your child’s interests 
and share them often. 

Phonological Awareness 
Sing songs, play games, and share rhymes to 
help your child play with the smaller sounds 
in words.  

Help Your Child Get Ready to Read 

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Anna Raff
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