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It is our pleasure to present our latest 
Candlewick Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit. 

This kit contains simple and entertaining 
activities to be used in conjunction with our 
books. Each activity is designed to foster the 
skills that lead to early reading success  
in children. 

Our fall 2016 story-hour kit showcases four 
delightful books filled with individuality, 
humor, family, and friendship. For each title, 
we offer two activities aimed at boosting 
children’s narrative skills, letter knowledge, 
print awareness, vocabulary, print motivation, 
or phonological awareness — but most of 
all, their enthusiasm for literature. Because 
the caregiver’s role is essential in a child’s 
readiness to read, we have included a handout 
at the end of this kit that explains these six 
specific early literacy skills. Passing this out 
to caregivers will assist them in getting their 
child ready to read.

Have fun! 

Books to be used with this  
Candlewick Read to Us!  

Story-Hour Kit

Don’t Wake Up the Tiger
by Britta Teckentrup
978-0-7636-8996-4

Ages 2–5

Big Bob, Little Bob
by James Howe

illustrated by Laura Ellen Anderson
978-0-7636-4436-9

Ages 4–6

Alphonse,  
That Is Not OK to Do!

by Daisy Hirst
978-0-7636-8103-6

Ages 2–5

Pirate’s Perfect Pet
by Beth Ferry

illustrated by Matt Myers
978-0-7636-7288-1

Ages 4–8

A Shortcut to Your 
Story Hour 

Welcome to the 

Read to Us!
Candlewick Press

STORY-HOUR KIT
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Big Bob, Little Bob

Big Bob, Little Bob, and the Games 
They Play
Big Bob, Little Bob is a book about embracing 
differences. No matter what Big Bob and Little Bob do, 
they do not do it the same. But despite their differences, 
they still are the best of friends. After reading the story 
out loud, ask the children questions, such as: How does 
Big Bob react to Blossom’s statement about boys not 
playing with dolls? Does he defend his friend? What 
does Blossom like to play with? Do you think the three 
of them can play together? Why or why not? What kind 
of games might they play? Do you agree with Big Bob 
when he says “Girls can do whatever they want, too”? 
What kind of games do you and your friends play? Do 
you ever want to play something different from what 
your friend is playing? How do you resolve it? Invite 
each child to draw a picture of himself or herself playing 
with friends on the attached reproducible. Have them 
dictate to an adult what games they are playing, and the 
adult can write a sentence about it below the picture.

This activity promotes print motivation and print 
awareness.

Big, Little, and Other Opposites
The only things Big Bob and Little Bob have in 
common are their names. They are opposite in every 
way. Discuss opposites. Ask the children how Big 
Bob and Little Bob are opposite. Play an opposite 
game where you say a word and the children call 
out the opposite (e.g., day/night, black/white). Have 
the children complete the attached reproducible by 
matching the opposite images from the story.

This activity enhances print motivation.

Alphonse, That Is Not  
OK to Do!

Natalie and Alphonse 
Natalie and Alphonse are siblings who mostly get 
along, but sometimes Alphonse draws on the things 
that Natalie makes — or worse, eats them! After 
reading Alphonse, That Is Not OK to Do! aloud, ask 
the children why Natalie draws Alphonse very small 
in her picture. Ask: How do you think Natalie feels 
about Alphonse at that moment? How do you think 
Alphonse feels? How would you feel if you were Natalie? 
Alphonse? What do you think Natalie is worried about 
while taking her bath? What noises does she hear? 
How does the story end? Do Natalie and Alphonse love 
each other? How do you know? Discuss the fact that it 
is quite normal to get angry at someone yet still love 
them. Ask: Has something like this ever happened to 
you? How might you forgive someone you love? On the 
attached reproducible, have the children complete the 
sentences about times when they were happy or angry 
with someone.

This activity promotes narrative skills and vocabulary.

Alphonse, Is That OK to Do?
Despite Alphonse’s destructive behavior, Natalie still 
adores her little brother. She tells him that eating her 
favorite book is not OK to do. Play a game where you 
describe various scenarios and the children call out if 
it is OK or not OK to do. For example, ask, “Screaming 
while your baby sister is napping; is that OK or not 
OK to do?” Conclude the session with the attached 
reproducible by having the children follow the alphabet 
to connect the dot-to-dot image.

This activity develops phonological awareness. 

Directions

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Daisy Hirst
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Don’t Wake Up the Tiger

Balloon Match
Don’t Wake Up the Tiger is a sweet story of a sleeping tiger 
and her friends, who prepare a surprise party for her while 
trying not to wake her from her slumber. After reading 
the story aloud, have the children color and cut out the 
balloons on the attached reproducible. Each child should 
have one red, one yellow, one blue, and one green balloon. 
Have actual inflated balloons or large paper circles of the 
same four colors on display. Call on one child at a time to 
match one of their cut-out balloons to one on display of 
the same color. For example, you might say, “Mary, I am 
looking for a match for my blue balloon.”

This activity fosters print motivation.

Sleeping Tiger, Tired Tiger
After reading the story, tell the children you’re going to 
play a game similar to Red Rover called Sleeping Tiger, 
Tired Tiger. Divide the children into two groups. Have 
them stand side by side in two lines facing each other and 
lay some sort of object or stuffed animal in the middle to 
represent a sleeping tiger. Ask the children in each line 
to hold hands. Select a child in one line and have him or 
her invite a child from the opposite line over. The selected 
child will call out, “Sleeping tiger, tired tiger, I call Johnny 
over!” That child must jump or hop over the “sleeping 
tiger” to join the other line. Continue until each child 
has had a chance to cross over the tiger. Use the attached 
Happy Birthday, Tiger! coloring-sheet reproducible as a 
quiet activity after the physical activity is over.

This activity promotes vocabulary and print motivation. 

Pirate’s Perfect Pet

My Perfect Pet
This hilarious and clever tale is about a pirate, Captain 
Crave, who has everything on his “Perfect Pirate Captain” 
checklist except a pet (and a peg leg, but that will come). 
After reading Pirate’s Perfect Pet aloud, ask the children 
if any of them have a pet. Ask: What type? What do you 
think makes a good pet? What are some of the animals 
that Captain Crave does not think are good pets? Do 
you remember all the places the pirates go in search of a 
pet? How does Captain Crave get his peg leg? Then have 
the children who have a pet draw a picture of it on the 
attached reproducible, and invite any child who doesn’t 
have a pet to draw a picture of the pet he or she might 
wish for. Share the pictures with the group. The children 
will love to tell a funny story about their own perfect pet!

This activity enhances narrative skills and letter knowledge.

Perfect Pirate Captain Checklist
Captain Crave reviews several items listed in Be Your 
Best Buccaneer magazine to see if he is the Perfect Pirate 
Captain. Using the attached reproducible, have the 
children circle or color all the things that make Captain 
Crave a perfect pirate.

After the activity, they can make homemade eye patches. 
You will need to provide pieces of elastic string or yarn 
(precut to fit around the children’s heads), sheets of black 
felt or foam, scissors, and a hole punch. Invite the children 
to take a piece of felt or foam and cut a circle the right size 
to cover one eye. Have them punch one hole on either 
side of the circle and thread a piece of string through each. 
Now all they need to do is place the circle over their eye 
and tie the two ends of the string in a knot behind their 
head, and aye matey, a pirate eye patch is born!

If this is too difficult or materials are scarce, the children 
could make pirate flags. Using black construction paper 
as the base, have children design their flags using paint, 
white crayons, stickers, or glued-on colored paper.

This activity promotes print motivation.

Directions

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Britta Teckentrup
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Big Bob, Little Bob

Big Bob, Little Bob, and the Games They Play

I am playing with my friends. We like to play                                                                      

                                                                                           

                                                                                           

                                                                                  .

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Laura Ellen Anderson
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Big Bob, Little Bob

Big, Little, and Other Opposites
Draw a line between the opposites.

quiet sad

up standing

happy loud

sitting down

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Laura Ellen Anderson
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Alphonse, That Is Not OK to Do!

Natalie and Alphonse

I feel happy when                                                                      

                                                                                     .

I feel angry when                                                                     

                                                                                      .

But I will always love                                                                      

                                                                                      .

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Daisy Hirst
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Alphonse, That Is Not OK to Do!

Alphonse, Is That OK to Do?
Connect the dots in alphabetical order.

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Daisy Hirst
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Don’t Wake Up the Tiger

Balloon Match
Color and cut out each balloon.

Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Britta Teckentrup

red

yellow

blue

green
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Don’t Wake Up the Tiger

Happy Birthday, Tiger!
Add balloons and streamers to Tiger’s party.

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Britta Teckentrup
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Pirate’s Perfect Pet

My Perfect Pet
Draw a picture of your perfect pet.

My name:                                                                

My pet’s name:                                                        

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Matt Myers
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Illustrations copyright © 2016 by Matt Myers

Pirate’s Perfect Pet

Perfect Pirate Captain Checklist
Circle things that make Captian Crave the perfect Pirate.
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Narrative Skills 
Tell stories together, encourage pretend play, 
and let your child be a storyteller. 

Letter Knowledge 
Help your child identify the first letter in his 
or her name and find it in books, on street 
signs, and on package labels. 

Print Awareness 
Help your child discover how to hold a book 
and turn the pages. 

Vocabulary 
Teach your child the specific names for 
things, such as vegetables in the grocery store. 

Print Motivation 
Find books that speak to your child’s interests, 
and share them often. 

Phonological Awareness 
Sing songs, play games, and share rhymes to 
help your child play with the smaller sounds 
in words.  

Help Your Child Get Ready to Read 

Copyright © 2003 by Multnomah County Library (Oregon)

Illustration copyright © 2016 by Laura Ellen Anderson


