
This funny, in-your-face novel
from the author of The Brimstone
Journals stars an unlikely teenage
pair—a sheltered cinemaphile
with cerebral palsy and the
tattooed, straight-talking stoner
who steals his heart.

Concerned animal friends
band together to rescue an
overworked duck from life
with a lazy farmer in this
charming, classic fable about
justice in the farmyard.

The brilliantly illustrated,
multi-award-winning 
classic about a boy who 
creates his own backyard
civilization celebrates the
nonconformists—and the
creators—among us.

The  Gold-Threaded Dress 
by Carolyn Marsden 

(Grades 2-4)
HC: 0-7636-1569-2

With rare insight, Carolyn
Marsden tells a simple tale
about a young girl from
Thailand who longs to belong
in her new American school,
while learning to treasure all
that she is. 

Jonathon Scott Fuqua (author
of the acclaimed The
Reappearance of Sam Webber)
vividly evokes life in a small
Southern town in 1926 in this
powerful story of friendship,
race, and learning to trust your
own voice—in a world that
doesn’t always welcome what
you have to say.

Stoner & Spaz 
by Ron Koertge
(Grade 9 and up)

HC: 0-7636-1608-7

Sample spreads from all the above picture books and excerpts from all middle-grade and young 
adult fiction may be found on our website at www.candlewick.com.

Darby 
by Jonathon Scott Fuqua 

(Grade 5 and up)
HC: 0-7636-1417-3

Farmer Duck 
by Martin Waddell 

illustrated by 
Helen Oxenbury 

(Preschool-Grade 3)
HC: 1-56402-009-6
PB: 1-56402-596-9

Big book: 1-56402-964-6

Weslandia 
by Paul Fleischman

illustrated by Kevin Hawkes 
(Preschool-Grade 4)
HC: 0-7636-0006-7

When Little Cat opens his
mouth, what comes out is one
big CAT-astrophe. Who would
want to play with someone so
little—and so loud? A funny
fable about a lovable

underdog—a Little Cat who
learns not to be afraid of using his
BIG, brave voice.

Perhaps more than ever, teachers and parents are
looking for ways to teach children the importance of
kindness, compassion, and R-E-S-P-E-C-T, as Aretha
Franklin might say. Here are some new books and a
couple of Candlewick classics that embody themes of
caring for others and respecting differences, from
picture books for preschoolers to provocative fiction
for young adults.

Respec t & Kindness, by the Book

How Kind! 
by Mary Murphy 

(Preschool-Kindergarten)
HC: 0-7636-1732-6

With electric-bright colors
enhancing the simplest of words
and pictures, Mary Murphy shows
even the youngest of children that
what goes around comes around—
especially when it starts with a
generous heart. 

The Big Meow 
by Elizabeth Spires 
(Preschool-Grade 2)
HC: 0-7636-0679-0


