
Q&A WITH AUTHOR
The High-Skies Adventures of Blue Jay the Pirate is your first 
ever full-length children’s novel. Can you describe the process of 
bringing the book to publication? How long did it take? What were 
the challenges of writing something of this length for the first time? 

Blue Jay the Pirate made his first appearance in Tuff Fluff: The Case of 
Duckie’s Missing Brain in 2004. The book was a soft-boiled detective 
story featuring a ragtag cast of stuffed toys. I needed a clue in the story 

that would lead the gumshoe, Tuff Fluff, to Duckie’s lost gray matter. I wanted the clue 
to be an adventure book that I called The High-Seas Adventures of Blue Jay the Pirate. 
This book was essentially a plot prop, one that provided me with the means to write some 
clever dialogue between the characters, but still it was a prop. 

Here’s the thing: after finishing Tuff Fluff, I couldn’t get 
the character of Blue Jay out of my head. I found myself 
sketching pirate birds, which led to writing about these 
characters that I created, which led to more sketching, 
which led to research on pirates, birds, colonialism, 
Native-American culture, and metallurgy, which led to 
more writing and sketching. The novel snowballed, picking 
up material, melting down, and rolling on. This is the way it is with most of my creative 
endeavors, only this time I pushed the snowball for a few years, and it got much bigger 
than usual. I found the process of writing a children’s novel to be viscerally satisfying, and 
I have plans for additional Blue Jay books along with a new work about trolls in Vermont.

Where did you first get the idea for a pirate story with birds? 

When I was growing up, my bedroom was three stories up and at eye level with the tops 
of the trees in our yard. It was a terrific vantage point for observing the wide variety of 
bird species that touched down at our home on Cape Cod. I couldn’t help but make 
the connection between birds and people as summer birds bustled around like tourists, 
noisily shopping, sightseeing, eating, and generally annoying the locals. 
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I developed a fondness for our local 
birds, the chickadees, sparrows, and 
crows — but especially the blue jays. 
These dapper, bright blue, gregarious 
birds are easy to follow and worth 
watching as they make mischief for 
others. Ever since I was a kid, I remember thinking of blue jays as pirates. I don’t 
know exactly when I made the connection—perhaps it was when I was reading 
everything I could about pirates. Blue Jay does, after all, sound like a pirate’s name. 

Imagining Blue Jay as a pirate is an idea that I have carried with me into my 
adulthood, where he has developed into a blue-suited, free-thinking adventurer 
and raconteur. He is an alloy of pirates, revolutionaries, and artists that I admire, 
brilliantly unpredictable characters who are generally misunderstood by society.

The types of birds that you picked for each character were absolutely spot-on. 
How did you determine which species would fill each role in the book? What 
type of research did you do to provide such detail? 

Once I had determined to create a book about Blue Jay the Pirate, I searched 
through my library of bird books like a press gang hitting the docks looking for likely 
conscripts. There I found not only pirates (with names like chuck-will’s-widow, 
junco, and thrasher), but naval officers and tars (robinson, bluebird, and swainson’s 
thrush), serfs (clay and fox sparrows), clergy (vesper and cardinal) and birds that 
were rumored to be gods (owl, eagle, falcon, and geese). Initially I was attracted to the 
names, but on further research I was delighted to discover that some of these birds 
had qualities of character that worked for the peculiar context I had created for them. 

For more information visit: bluejaythepirate.com
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