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Read to Us!
STORY-HOUR KIT
A Shortcut to Your Story Hour

I

t is with great pleasure that we present
our latest Candlewick Read to Us!
Story-Hour Kit. This kit contains simple
and entertaining activities to be used
in conjunction with our books. Each
activity is designed to foster the skills
that lead to early reading success in
children.

O

ur spring 2012 story-hour kit
showcases four heartwarming books
focusing on themes of nature, friendship,
and mischief. For each title we offer two
activities aimed at boosting children’s
narrative skills, letter knowledge, print
awareness, vocabulary, print motivation,
or phonological awareness — but most
of all, their enthusiasm for literature.
Because the caregiver’s role is essential
in a child’s readiness to read, we have
included a handout at the end of this
kit that explains these six specific
early literacy skills. Sharing this with
caregivers will assist them in getting
their child ready to read.
Have fun!
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Books to be used with this
Candlewick Read to Us!
Story-Hour Kit

Oh No, George!

The Baby That Roared

by Chris Haughton
978-0-7636-5546-4
Age 2 and up

by Simon Puttock
illustrated by Nadia Shireen
978-0-7636-5903-5
Age 3 and up

Bugs Galore

Let’s Have a Tree Party!

by Peter Stein
illustrated by Bob Staake
978-0-7636-4754-4
Ages 4–8

by David Martin
illustrated by John Manders
978-0-7636-3704-0
Ages 2–5
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Directions
Oh No, George!

The Baby That Roared

I Am Sorry

Roar! Roar! Roar!

George tries very hard to be good when his owner is
away, but even good intentions go astray when he spies
a delicious cake! Hold a discussion about temptation,
defining it as something that you want to have or want to
do, although you shouldn’t. Ask the children if they have
ever been tempted to do something they knew was wrong.
Ask: How do you think George feels? Does George feel
sorry? How do you know? Discuss that being good can be
hard, and that it is OK to make mistakes. Have children
think about a time when they could have done better
and complete the “I Am Sorry” coupon in this kit.

After reading the book, ask the children why the ending
is so comical. Ask: Do Mr. and Mrs. Deer really find
a kitten to love? What do they think would happen if
the book continued? Older children may wish to write
their own version of the story entitled, The Kitten That
Roared. For younger children, use the “Roar! Roar! Roar!”
reproducible to promote story sequencing and story
retelling. Have children cut out the pictures and glue
them in the proper order, representing the sequence of
events in the story. Children can then use the paper to
help retell the story to an adult.

This activity builds print awareness and print motivation.

This activity promotes print awareness and narrative skills.

What Will George Do?

I Know a Little Baby Who
Swallowed a . . .

After saying sorry for his wrongdoings, George shows
great restraint during his walk. However, when George
encounters a trash can, the reader is left unsure as to
what George will do. Describe what a cliffhanger is
and explain that books that end in them offer limitless
opportunities for discussion and imagination. Ask the
children what they think George will do. Will he dig in
the trash can, or will he resist temptation? Why? Then
have the children imagine what the next page of the
book might look like if the story were to continue. What
do they think George would do? Invite them to illustrate
what they have imagined.
This activity promotes print motivation and narrative skills.

Illustrations copyright © 2012 by Chris Haughton
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When Mr. and Mrs. Deer find a dear little baby on their
doorstep, they enlist the help of family and friends to
care for the little one. But strangely, they all disappear
while tending to the baby!
Here is an activity that uses “I Know an Old Lady
Who Swallowed a Fly” as inspiration. First have the
children cut out the baby monster and other animals
on the corresponding reproducibles (you may wish to
have an adult cut out the monster’s mouth). These
characters will help children act out the movements
of a song. Have the children sit on the floor with the
cutouts laid out in front of them. Then sing the lyrics on
the reproducible to the tune of “I Know an Old Lady,”
modeling the movements described in parentheses. Sing
the song again and ask the children to follow along and
copy your movements. Repeat as often as you like.
This activity builds narrative skills, print motivation, and
vocabulary.
Candlewick P ress
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Directions
Bugs Galore
Bug-Bag-Bat

Bugs, Bugs, All Around

This vivid read-aloud is buzzing with nonstop rhymes
that will draw children in after just one page. Play a
listening game with the children to build phonological
awareness. Say the word bug aloud. Ask children what
sound they hear at the beginning of the word. Ask:
What about in the middle? What is the final sound? Tell
the children that you are changing the first letter to T,
and ask what the new word would be. Play around with
various combinations of letters before moving on to the
“Bug-Bag-Bat” reproducible.

This book explores a variety of bugs — big, small, stinky,
and silly. Discuss the different descriptions of bugs in
the book. See how many the children can remember.
Refer back to the book to promote discussion. Discuss
how the author uses descriptive words when he talks
about the bugs.

Using the reproducible, have children cut out the letters
and arrange them on the table. Say “bug” and identify
each letter sound individually. As you do so, ask the
children to select the corresponding letter and place
it in the proper space on the reproducible sheet. For
example, explain that the “b” sound is associated with
the letter B. Ask: Where should the B be placed? Note
that “uh” is the next sound and ask: What letter is that,
and what space should it go in?
Once bug is spelled out, ask children to remove the U
and replace it with another letter that would make a
word (e.g., A, I, E). Ask what new word they have made.
Have them continue removing and replacing a letter at a
time until all the letters have been exhausted. Using the
reproducible, they should be able to create the following
words: bug, bag, beg, big, but, bet, bat, bit, pit, pat, pet, put.

Then have children write their own versions of Bugs
Galore. Start by rereading the first page of the book and
picking out those describing words (big, small, creep, and
so on). Using the “Bugs, Bugs, All Around” reproducible,
have children write their own mini-books. They must
think of their own describing word for each page, then
draw a corresponding picture. Younger children may
need to dictate the words to an adult.
This activity promotes print awareness and vocabulary.
ACTIVITY EXTENSION

Since movement fosters creativity, have the children
imitate the bugs they drew (crawling, flying, slithering,
web-spinning, and so on) while making “buggy noises.”
Note that letter sounds repeated can sound like bugs
(“t-t-t-t” or “z-z-z-z-z” are just a couple). A bee, a cricket,
even a spider could make a noise with some imagination.

This activity reinforces phonological awareness and letter
knowledge.

Illustrations copyright © 2012 by Bob Staake
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Directions
Let’s Have a Tree Party!
You’re Invited

Frogs, Bugs, Mice, Slugs!

This fun, rhythmic tale of animals hosting a party
in a tree includes all the key components of a party:
friends, music, food, games, and dancing! Discuss the
different types of parties children have attended. Ask
them to name the fun activities the party offered. Make
a running list. Then, referring to the book, ask the
children what made the antics in the tree a “party.”
Were any of those activities on the list you made?

A multitude of animals attend the tree party, from one
Baby Bear to ten slimy slugs. Using the reproducible in
this kit, have children match the corresponding animals
sets to both the numerals and number words.
This activity builds letter and number knowledge and print
awareness.

Then have children create an invitation to the tree
party in the book. Explain what details need to be
included: where (the tree), when (day and night),
whom the party is given by: (Grandpa Crow), types
of activities, and so on. Have children complete the
“You’re Invited” reproducible by cutting out and gluing
the corresponding pictures next to the words in their
invitation.
This activity builds narrative skills and print motivation.
ACTIVITY EXTENSION

After the invitations are written, host your
own tree party! You could use available musical
instruments or improvise by making drums out
of oatmeal cartons or asking caregivers to shake
their key rings. Play music, dance, do the bunny
hop, and play games like Simon Says or Follow
the Leader. Just have fun — be silly and get the
wiggles out.

Illustration copyright © 2012 by John Manders
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Oh No, George!

I Am Sorry

SORRY COUPON
I,

, am sorry for
.

I promise to do better next time.

Illustration copyright © 2012 by Chris Haughton
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Oh No, George!

What Will George Do?

Illustration copyright © 2012 by Chris Haughton

Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit

SPRING 2012

Candlewick P ress

www.candlewick.com

The Baby That Roared

Roar! Roar! Roar!

Illustrations copyright © 2012 by Nadia Shireen

Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit

SPRING 2012

Candlewick P ress

www.candlewick.com

The Baby That Roared

I Know a Little Baby Who Swallowed a . . .
I know a little baby who didn’t want toast, (Pick up baby monster.)
who didn’t want cheese. (Shake your head “no.”)
Instead he eats
whatever he sees!
He swallowed the owl (Insert owl into baby’s mouth.)
Who fed him the milk.
He swallowed the rabbit (Insert rabbit.)
Oh, what a trick!
He swallowed the fox. (Insert fox.)
The poor little dear.
But “Roar! Roar! Roar!” (Yell “Roar! Roar! Roar!”)
Is all that we hear!
Granny Bear will know what to do!
Pat-pat, pat-pat, pat-pat (Pause) . . . until (Pat hands on floor.)
(Say next three lines fast.)
Out came owl.
Out came rabbit.
Out came fox.
Now we’re all still, still, still.
That’s not a little baby! (Wag index finger back & forth.)
We can’t take any more! (Shake your head “no.”)
Away went the monster (Wave good-bye.)
With a great big ROAR! (Yell “roar!”)

Illustration copyright © 2012 by Nadia Shireen
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I Know a Little Baby Who Swallowed a . . .

The Baby That Roared
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Bugs Galore

BUG-BAG-BAT

B T G P A E U I
Illustration copyright © 2012 by Bob Staake
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Bugs Galore

Bugs, Bugs, All Around

bugs

bugs

bugs

bugs
Illustrations copyright © 2012 by Bob Staake
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Let’s Have a Tree Party!

You’re Invited

You are invited to _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ ’s

tree party! Come one, come all!

There will be _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ ,

So bring your _ _ _ _ _ _ _ shoes!
When

food

Where
See you there!

Grandpa Crow

dancing

music
Illustrations copyright © 2012 by John Manders

Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit

SPRING 2012

Candlewick P ress

www.candlewick.com

Let’s Have a Tree Party!

Frogs, Bugs, Mice, Slugs!
8
Eight
6
Six
9
Nine
7
Seven
5
Five
10
Ten
Illustrations copyright © 2012 by John Manders
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Help Your Child
Get Ready to Read
Narrative Skills
Tell stories together, encourage pretend play,
and let your child be a storyteller.

Letter Knowledge
Help your child identify the first letter in his or
her name and find it in books, on street signs,
and on package labels.

Print Awareness
Help your child discover how to hold a book
and turn the pages.

Vocabulary
Teach your child the specific names for things,
such as vegetables in the grocery store.

Print Motivation
Find books that speak to your child’s interests,
and share them often.

Phonological Awareness
Sing songs, play games, and share rhymes to help
your child play with the smaller sounds in words.
Copyright © 2003 by Multnomah County Library (Oregon)

Illustrations copyright © 2012 by Bob Staake
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