Celebrate ten years of J udy Moody in 201 0 !

A uthor Megan McDon ald talks
ab o ut ten Mo o dy ye ars with J u dy.
When you wrote the first Judy Moody
book, which was published in 2000,
what were your hopes for the book?
Did you have any inkling it could
become a series?
Many readers have heard me say, “It all
began with an idea scribbled on a napkin.”
When I first wrote Judy Moody, I set out
to write about childhood. I set out to
tell funny stories about things that had
happened to me growing up with so many
sisters. I set out to make kids laugh.
I dreamed of creating a character who felt
real to me. Authentic. Moody. An “everykid,”
with ups and downs, good moods and bad
moods, joys and disappointments.
I never dreamed that Judy Moody would
become a series and touch millions of
readers worldwide. For that,
I have my editor, the
insightful and inspiring
Mary Lee Donovan, to
thank. She first saw a
novel in me.
She recognized a
bottomless well
of stories and
ideas that I had
yet to write.

Over the past ten years, how has
your relationship to your characters
changed?
I know Judy and Stink so much better now.
They live and breathe. I love when a new
idea grabs me and takes hold; I can’t wait
to see what they’ll do next. And they make
me laugh. It’s more fun than ever to write
about them now.
Ten years ago, I was sticking close to home,
to what I knew, in writing about Judy. Her
stories were my stories. She was me. Ten
years later, she’s Judy Moody. She’s taken
on a life of her own. She has her own voice,
her own moods and attitudes, even her
own unique language!
continued . . .

www.j udymoody.com
Judy Moody®. Judy Moody is a registered trademark of Candlewick Press, Inc. Illustrations copyright © 2009 by Peter H. Reynolds

Judy Moody font copyright © 2004 by Peter H. Reynolds

In ten, twenty, thirty years, what do you
hope people will say about Judy Moody?
Third grade was a magical time in my life,
and reading my first “chapter” books stands
out in my memory — Henry Huggins, the
Ramona books, “B” is for Betsy, Homer Price,
Half Magic, Pippi Longstocking, Katie John,
Harriet the Spy. These are the books that
made me a reader.
Looking back at the last ten years, what
about your experiences as Judy Moody’s
creator most stands out?
In Judy Moody, I’ve found my own voice.
Judy Moody has taken me around the
world: to the White House, to Beverly
Cleary’s Klickitat Street, even to my own
backyard, where an official Judy Moody
Day was declared by the mayor of my
northern California hometown. She’s
taken me into the world of boys (I never
had a brother), back to my own childhood
(the Toad Pee Club!), and made me a
proud member of the Ice Cream for Life
Club at Screamin’ Mimi’s!

Think of a favorite book you remember from
your childhood.
Close your eyes. Can you see it? Feel it?
Hear it? Remember it? Hold it close?
The heartbeat of a story still beating in you.
That’s what I hope for Judy Moody.

Because of Judy Moody, I’ve spent the
last ten years visiting countless schools,
libraries, and bookstores the world
over, where I am humbled to meet kids,
librarians, teachers, booksellers, parents,
and grandparents who honor me by
reading my books and inspire me with
stories about what Judy Moody means
to them. How can I ever thank my
readers — kids and kids-at-heart the
world over?
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