a note from
FRANK COTTRELL BOYCE
The very first film I saw in the cinema was Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. I still remember the moment
when Chitty drove off the edge of the cliff and the whole theater rang with howls of fear and
frustration as the image froze and the word intermission blazed across the screen. I sat through
the next ten minutes just waiting for the film to start again. Even now, whenever I come across
a really heart-stopping moment in a script or a story I always think of it as a “Chitty falls off the
cliff” moment.
Because I didn’t want the film to be over, I followed the car’s smoky trail to the library and
found Ian Fleming’s book Chitty Chitty Bang Bang: The Magical Car, which he’d written for his
son, Caspar, in 1964. I thought that if I read it, I would see the whole film again inside my head. I
was taken aback to discover that the book was very different from the film. The mum isn’t dead.
There’s a different villain. There’s a recipe for fudge! I suppose this must have been the moment
I learned that films and books — even when they’re telling the same story — each have a different kind of enchantment. And that there might be more than one — or more than a hundred —
ways to tell the same story.
Which obviously brings us to the idea of a sequel.

Finally, I was absolutely thrilled to discover that Chitty Chitty Bang Bang was a real car, built by
Count Zborowski in an attempt to break the world land-speed record in 1921. I’ve had a lot of
fun—and am planning to have a lot more—just kicking this story up and down the pitch, with
history at one end and fantasy at the other, mixing up the real history of aristocratic motor racing with the details of motor mechanics and the silly magic of a flying car. Somewhere among all
the fun, though, I found it strangely emotional to go and revisit that boy at the cinema and ask if
he could help me restore an old-fashioned contraption and make it fly again.
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I have no idea what made the Flemings ask me to write the sequel. I haven’t asked them in case
it’s all a case of mistaken identity. I wasn’t sure whether to say yes at first, but when I mentioned it to my family, any doubts I might have had were shouted down. Everyone wanted me
to do this. So I went back to the book for the first time since I was a boy and was delighted to
discover that, first of all, it’s really good and, second, it’s crying out for a sequel. The original
book ends with the car heading off into the sunset with the family on board. They were surely
going to have more adventures. But sadly, Fleming died before he could say what those adventures might be.

Fast Facts and Fun Trivia
●

T he original book, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang: The Magical Car, published in 1964 with
illustrations by John Burningham, was based on bedtime stories Ian Fleming told
to his son, Caspar.

●

The original Chitty Chitty Bang Bang was first published as three separate books.

● I an

Fleming met Count Louis Zborowski when he was a schoolboy.

●T
 he

name and look of the car were taken from a series of racing cars built by
Count Louis Zborowski in the early 1920s.

●T
 he

book inspired a 1968 movie written by Roald Dahl and Ken Hughes, with
songs by the Sherman brothers. It was directed by Ken Hughes and produced by
Albert R. Broccoli, who was also a producer of the James Bond movies. It starred
Dick Van Dyke as Caractacus Potts and Sally Ann Howes as Truly Scrumptious.

●T
 he

role of Truly Scrumptious was reportedly offered to Julie Andrews, who
had starred alongside Dick Van Dyke in Mary Poppins, but Andrews, apparently
feeling that the part was too close to the Poppins mold, declined.

●T
 he

movie’s title song was nominated for an Academy Award.

●S
 ix

versions of the car were built for the movie, and many replicas have been
produced since. The car built for the stage production of the musical holds the
record for the most expensive theater prop.
of the nondrivable Chitty Chitty Bang Bang cars went up for auction in 1973
in Florida and sold for $37,000. The prized drivable model sold for $805,000 in
May 2011.

● I an

Fleming owned a Ford Thunderbird, which went very fast but didn’t quite fly.
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●O
 ne

an interview with
FRANK COTTRELL BOYCE

A. If someone said that you could take their
fabulous 23-liter vintage racing car out for a
spin, wouldn’t you be nervous? But wouldn’t
you also say, “Yes, please!”
Q. T he members of the Tooting family are pretty
eccentric, How did you come up with those
characters? Are they modeled after anyone in
your own family?
A. N
 O! I’ll NEVER write about my own family.
As far as I remember, the Tooting family was
just there at the side of the road when I went
out for that ride. They were thumbing a lift,
and I always stop for hitchhikers.
Q. Did you have to do any research on vintage
automobiles or on cars in general to write
this book? How did that help you to literally
and figuratively bring Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
back to life?
A. D
 iscovering that Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
was a real car — and that it was really called
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang — was a great
moment for me. I’ve really been able to play
with the fact that some of the people in the
story — such as Count Zborowski — were
real people.

Q. One of the most charming elements of
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again is the
wonderfully written humor and dialogue.
When you are writing, how do you know
when something is truly funny, especially
to kids?
A. If it makes me laugh, it’ll probably make a
child laugh, because I have a very infantile
sense of humor.
Q. Do you plan to turn Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Flies Again into a series? When can we expect
more adventures with the Tooting family?
A. Y
 es, I’m already writing the next book. If you
think I’m putting this car back in the garage
yet, you’re dreaming! It’s still my turn!
Q. When writing children’s books, do you keep
your own children in mind? Do you let them
read some of your first drafts to get a review
of how the book is going?
A. N
 ot normally, but on this occasion, yes. It’s
because Chitty doesn’t belong to me — she
belongs to everyone. So I thought it was only
right to get my children to kick the tires and
listen for any strange knocking sounds from
the engine. They’ve been really helpful.
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Q. What was it like to take on such a wellknown and beloved story? Did you have any
reservations about resurrecting a classic, or
was it full-throttle enthusiasm to dive in?

Q. W
 hat were your favorite books and movies
as a child?
A. I have extremely clear memories of
going to see Chitty Chitty Bang Bang as a
child — especially the bit where she falls
off the cliff and everyone screams. And I
especially remember the Child Catcher, of
course. Favorite books would be those by
E. Nesbit. I still idolize her. She wrote The
Railway Children, Five Children and It, and
best of all, The Story of the Treasure Seekers.
Q. As a screenwriter and author, do you keep
your ideas for movies and books separate?
Did you have a movie version of Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again in mind when
you wrote the book?
A. I’m really hoping we can make a movie out of
this. It would be such a lark.

Q. What kind of car do you drive, and do you
wish it had some of the abilities that Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang displays?
A. I have a big family so I drive a very elderly,
very battered, very grubby people carrier.
Q. If you could take a flying car anywhere in the
world, where would you go?
A. I’d love to land on the top of the Auyantepui
plateau in Gran Sabana, Venezuela. It’s almost
impossible to get there apart from in a tiny
flying machine, and it’s from the top of this
plateau that the world’s highest waterfall,
Angel Falls , goes tumbling into the Rio Gauya.
Angel Falls is so high that most of the water
turns to mist before it hits the bottom. I’d
love to peep over the edge. And after that, fly
home and land in my front garden.

A. I’ve always loved reading children’s books, but
I never thought of writing one until Danny
Boyle suggested that I write Millions — which
he was about to start filming — as a book.
Sometimes you need someone to give you
that shove, don’t you? As soon as I started
writing it, I thought, “Oh, this is what I’m
supposed to be doing with my life.” It was
like coming home.
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Q. When did you decide to write novels
along with screenplays? As a successful
screenwriter, what attracted you to writing
children’s books?

