
Synopsis

At seven minutes past midnight, thirteen-year-
old Conor wakes to find a monster outside his 
bedroom window. But it isn’t the monster Conor’s 
been expecting — he’s been expecting the one from 
his nightmare, the nightmare he’s had nearly every 
night since his mother started her treatments. The 
monster in his backyard is different. It’s ancient. 
And wild. And it wants something from Conor. 
Something terrible and dangerous. It wants the 
truth. From the final idea of award-winning 
author Siobhan Dowd — whose premature death 
from cancer prevented her from writing it herself 
— Patrick Ness has spun a haunting and darkly 
funny novel of mischief, loss, and monsters both 
real and imagined.

A bout t he Aut hor 

Patrick Ness is the author of the critically 
acclaimed and best-selling Chaos Walking trilogy. 
He has won numerous awards, including the 
Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Booktrust 
Teenage Prize, and the Costa Children’s Book 
Award. Born in Virginia, he lives in London.
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“�One�of�our�program�goals�is�showing�students�that�
literature�is�relevant�to�their�lives.�We’re�trying�
to�promote�literacy,�and�the�program�ties�in�with�
our�school�system’s�mission:�graduating�competitive�
students.�.�.�.�It’s�a�book�they’ll�be�thankful�to�have�
read.�.�.�.�[The�themes�are]�universal�themes:�loss,�
grief,�and�family�problems.�The�book�also�shows�how�
friends�can�help�us�through�our�grief�and�problems.”��
—  Michelle Parry, English Department Chair,  

Alcoa High School, Tennessee

Don’t miss the highly acclaimed and award-winning novel 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, illustrated by Jim Kay.

Available  

in paperback

March 2013

Dow n loadable resources a nd tools  
for  A Monster Ca l ls  i nclude: 

• An extensive discussion guide 
• A full-length book trailer

• Audio interviews and author Q&A



“ Patrick Ness is an insanely beautiful writer.”  
— John Green

“ This powerful, beautifully written, and sad book is 
also affirming and, at times, funny. It is about the 
monsters that live inside us as we do our imperfect 
best to cope. As hard as it is to do in times of 
tragedy, speaking a terrible truth is the way to begin 
healing.” 
—�Boston�Globe

“ This staggering YA book is about a thirteen-year-old 
boy, his mother’s cancer treatments, and the monster 
in his backyard. With deep, aphotic wit, Ness’s story 
of childhood catastrophe ensnares the heart as do 
the pen and ink drawings by Kay, which, like raven 
tracks, may spell out doom or transcendence, or 
neither, or both.”  
—�Chicago�Sun-Times

“ There’s no denying it: this is one profoundly sad 
story. But it’s also wise, darkly funny, and brave, told 
in spare sentences, punctuated with fantastic images 
and stirring silences. Past his sorrow, fright, and rage, 
Conor ultimately lands in a place — an imperfect 
one, of course — where healing can begin. A�Monster�
Calls�is a gift from a generous storyteller and a potent 
piece of art.”  
—�New�York�Times�

• A Carnegie Medal Winner

• A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist

• A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of the Year

• Winner of the Kate Greenaway Medal

• A Wall Street Journal Best Book of the Year

• A Cybil Award Fantasy and Science Fiction Nominee

•  An American Library Association Best Fiction for Young Adults  
Selection

• An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book

•   A National Council of Teachers of English Notable Children’s Book in 
the Language Arts

•  A New York Public Library 100 Titles for Reading and Sharing Selection

• A Publishers Weekly Best Children’s Book of the Year

• A Kirkus Reviews Best Teen Book

• A Booklist Editors’ Choice

• A Booklist Top of the List Editors’ Choice

• A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year

• A Shelf Awareness Top 10 Children’s Books of the Year Selection

• A Capitol Choices Noteworthy Book (Washington, D.C.)

• A Galaxy National Book Award Winner (U.K.)

•  Five starred reviews (Publishers Weekly, Booklist, Kirkus Reviews, 
School Library Journal, Library Media Connection)

Find Patrick Ness: 
facebook.com/patricknessfanpage 
twitter@Patrick_Ness
www.patrickness.com 

For One School, One Book inquiries please contact: 
Jennifer Lipman, Premium Sales Associate
Ph: (212) 940-7462  Fax: (212) 572-4961
www.randomhousepremiumsales.com 

For marketing and additional information contact: 
Anne Irza-Leggat, Candlewick Press Marketing 
(617) 661-3330 • Anne.Irza-Leggat@candlewick.com

Praise for A Monster Calls 

Illustrations © 2012 by Jim Kay 


