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When I was a small boy, my father and I were driving through the city. I saw steam
coming from the manhole covers, making big clouds in the middle of the streets.
“What is that smoke?” I asked.
“Dragons’ breath!” my father exclaimed. “There are dragons living under the streets,
and when they breathe smoke, it comes out from there!”
I immediately pictured these fantastic dragons. As an adult I never forgot that story.
A few years ago, I was drawing some buildings in New York City and started adding
dragons. Some were climbing water towers, some were riding on top of buses, and of
course quite a few were making clouds of smoke from beneath the manhole covers.
The little boy in the book is really me. Me with the pet dragon I always wanted. As a child, one of my favorite
trips to New York City was coming in to see the movie Pete’s Dragon. Afterward, I remember looking at the city
and the way it filled me with such visual excitement. I have been in love with the city and dragons ever since.
This book was drawn with a fountain pen. I have a passion for these old pens. I love the liquid marks and the
simplicity of the tool. The book is drawn all in line. As an artist, my greatest joy is a drawing done in line and
in ink. For me, this is the most exciting way to communicate an illustration. It is the way I think, the way I see.
The simple spots of color allow your mind to fill in the rest.
It was pure delight to draw a city I have often imagined in a way that I love. A city filled with dragons.
STEVE LIGHT is the author-illustrator of many books for children, including The Christmas Giant and
Zephyr Takes Flight. He lives in New York City.

Where could he be?
Down underground . . .
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