
Candlewick Press Classroom Activities

In addition to being an award-winning 
author and illustrator, Steve Light is 
also a preschool teacher! He has 
created these materials to use with his 
books in the classroom. He says, “For 
each book, I’ve given just a spark of an 
idea to get your plans flowing. Please 
make them your own to work for your 
class and curriculum! I hope your class 
has as much fun exploring my books as 
I did making them.”

HC: 978-0-7636-7990-3

In a young scalawag’s first tale of bartering,  
a peg-legged youngster sets out to help his 
captain repair his vessel. One button for two 
teacups. SWAP! And so it goes, until his 
friend’s ship is all fixed up.

Steve Light could not stop thinking about 
the blue color of the water in this book. He 
even plotted out how much blue would be 
used on each page. He considers the color, 
called Smalt Blue, one of the characters in 
the book!

by Steve Light

Art
•  Give each student some blue, white, and black paint. 

How many different shades of blue can they mix?

Social Studies
•  People used to trade for things they needed. Why don’t 

we trade anymore? What is a good trade? Make a 
classroom bazaar and trade things in the classroom.

Swap! Teachers’ Guide  •  illustration © 2016 by Steve Light  •  www.candlewick.com  •  page 1 
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About Steve Light
Steve Light has loved to draw since he was a 

child, and to this day he always has a 
sketchbook with him. All of his books are 
planned out in pictures first. He fills up 

sketchbook after sketchbook with drawings and 
even makes models of things that might help the 

story. Once the story is sketched out in images, he writes 
the words, then finally starts the final art: He puts his pencil 
sketches on a light box and inks them with a fountain pen 
(he loves fountain pens!). After the drawing is inked, he 
colors it with chalk pastels and sometimes colored pencils. 
Coming up with ideas and drawing in his sketchbook are 
his favorite part, but he also likes seeing the characters 
come alive in the finished art.

Steve Light had wanted to live in New York since he was 
seven years old and his family visited the city. He now lives 
in New York with his wife and cat. They all love Manhattan 
and art.
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Math
• If you have six buttons and trade two buttons 
for one block, how many buttons do you have 
left? This book is fun to act out, asking math 
questions along the way.

Science
•  What makes a boat float or sink? Why does a 

boat sink if you put a hole in the bottom of it?

•  Why does a sail move a boat on the water but 
not on land? Make small sailboats and blow 
them across a water basin.

Writing
• Have you ever helped a friend? How?

• If you had a ship, where would you sail to?

Also by Steve Light

BB: 978-0-7636-9067-0

HC: 978-0-7636-7513-4

BB: 978-0-7636-9068-7

HC: 978-0-7636-5695-9

HC: 978-0-7636-9872-0 HC: 978-0-7636-6648-4

BB: 978-1-5362-0677-7 BB: 978-1-5362-1031-6

HC: 978-0-7636-8825-7


