CANDLEWICK PRESS DISCUSSION GUIDE

MICHAEL
BYRNE
ABOUT THE BOOK

Since the death of his mum, twelve-year-old Bradley (nicknamed Bully)
is homeless and living on the streets of London with his dog, Jack, a
Staffordshire bull terrier. He’s struggling to survive and has no idea
what his future might hold — although he’s certain that it isn’t going to
be rosy. One day, hidden in the last birthday card his mum gave him,
he finds a lottery ticket she left for him and discovers that it is a big winning ticket. However, there are a few challenges to be overcome: Only
five days remain to claim the prize. Bully is only twelve, claimants must
be over sixteen, and he’s not sure there is anyone he can trust to claim
it on his behalf. Plus, half of London’s criminals have heard the news of
the win and are hotly pursuing Bully.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Bully can’t understand why people bought books and kept them for so long after they had read them (page 179). How
would you convince him of their value?
2. The book’s epigraph is a quote by Alfred, Lord Tennyson: “Dreams are true while they last, and do we not live in dreams?”
What do you think this means, and how do you think that quote relates to Bully’s experiences in the book?
3. Imagine that you were Bully. How do you think you would feel if you discovered that you had won the lottery and then
found out you had to be sixteen to claim it? What would you have done in Bully’s situation?
4. Each of the chapters has a time and date. Do you know why the numbers are written like this? What does this do as a
device for the story, and what impact does this have on readers?
5. This story has a strong sense of place. Did the book bring London to life for you? Find a map of London and plot Bully’s
journey. Look at a map of the Underground and see how many stations he uses. How easy do you think that journey would
have been for Bully, given that he was being pursued?
6. What impressions about life on the streets do you get from the book? How do you think you would deal with being as
hungry as Bully gets? What do you think we as a society can do to reduce the number of kids living on the streets?
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7. Bully is portrayed as very street savvy and could be seen as beyond help, but he still dreams. He thinks about buying a zoo
because he has a great love of animals. He only wants the “good” animals, though. Which would they be and why? Why
do you think that he keeps all of his affection for animals?
8. Although Bully is street-smart, in many ways there is a naivety about him. Explore why you think this is the case and describe
some of the ways in which this naivety is shown.
9. When Bully is trying to hide from Janks (page 95), the description creates heart-stopping tension. How did this make you
feel as a reader, and what was it about the writing that created such strong emotions?
10. There is a well-known saying that “Money is the root of all evil.” In terms of this book, do you think this is true? What
examples would you use to back up your view?
11. What did you think about the ending of the book? Did it complete the story in a satisfying and believable way? How might
it have ended differently? Write a different ending for the story.
12. Bully lets us know that he wants “everything to be OK at the end” (page 192). Is this realistic at this point? He feels that this
short respite from all of his cares is like a “trailer for another story.” What do you think he means by this?
13. What is it about the relationship between Bully and Jack that makes it so powerful and makes the reader care about them
so much?
14. What is the significance of the key (page 195), and why do you think Bully can’t understand why it has been given to him?
15. Dogfighting is illegal. Janks is using dogfighting to make money. What do you feel about Janks as a character and about
the dogfights? Imagine that a dogfight has been raided and Janks was captured. Write a newspaper article about this.
Remember to include things that you have found out about Janks from the book.
16. Why do you think Bully shares the news of his big win with people he barely knows and can’t trust?
17. Bully refers to people as “zombies.” Why do you think he does this?

QUESTIONS FROM THE AUTHOR, MICHAEL BYRNE
1. Think about what the lottery might represent in the book. What are the wider implications of chance and luck in Lottery Boy?
2. What do you think the significance of Jack’s breed is to Bully?
3. Who is your favorite character in the book? Explain your thoughts and feelings.
4. What is your favorite scene in the book? Explain why. Rewrite that scene from a different point of view.
5. If you had come up with the idea for this book, would you have written it any differently? Think about characters, the
narrative (how the story is told and who’s telling it), and plot (the actual events in the story). Explain your ideas.
6. Write the opening chapter of a sequel to Lottery Boy, or write the last chapter of a prequel to Lottery Boy. Come up with a
title for your book.

Discussion notes may be downloaded and printed for educational or personal use.
Written by Annie Everall. Text © 2015 by Walker Books Ltd. All rights reserved.
These materials were developed for educators in the U.K. They have been revised from the original.
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