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i am the girl manny loves. the girl who writes our
story in the book of flying. i am alice.
About the Book
Alice is fifteen, with hair as red as fire and skin as pale as
bone. Something inside Alice is broken: she remembers
words but struggles to speak them. Still, Alice knows words
are for sharing, so she pins them to posters in tucked-away
places: railway waiting rooms, fish-and-chip shops, quiet
corners. Manny is sixteen, with a scar from shoulder to
elbow. Something inside Manny is broken: he was once a
child soldier, forced to do terrible, violent things. But in a
new land with new people who will care for him, he spends
time exploring on foot. And in his pocket, he carries a poem
he scooped up. And he knows the words by heart. The
relationship between Alice and Manny brings the beginning
of love and healing. For these two young souls, perhaps that
will be enough.

About the Author
Glenda Millard is an award-winning author of numerous
books for children and young adults, including the novel
A Small Free Kiss in the Dark. She is also the author of the
picture books Isabella’s Garden, illustrated by Rebecca Cool,
and Once a Shepherd, illustrated by Phil Lesnie. Glenda
Millard lives in Australia.

S H O R T - L I S T E D F O R T H E 2 0 1 7 C A R N E G I E M E DA L
HC: 978-0-7636-9272-8 • Also available as an e-book and in audio

Use in the Curriculum
The Stars at Oktober Bend can be a valuable text for study. It is particularly relevant as an example of:
• how authors use innovative structures in a text to convey meaning
• how the use of language can affect structure, pace, voice, and tone
• how metaphor, simile, and other figurative and literal language can change a text
• a case study of creativity and the craft of writing
• a text with multiple narrators with different voices
• the power of metaphor in conveying depth of meaning
• an exploration of themes of human experience, interpersonal relationships, and ethical dilemmas
• an opportunity to explore and exercise abstraction, higher order reasoning, and intertextual references
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Discussion Questions
1. “poems mean whatever people want them to. that is why i like them” (page 37). Do you think this is true?
Discuss where meaning is created in the interplay between writer and reader.
2. Read Chapter 14, “ballerina on a bicycle,” aloud. How does the changing form affect the pace and rhythm
of the chapter? Does this change the way you experience and interpret the text? How?
3. Birds and feathers are motifs in the novel. Collect examples of how they are used. What might they
represent in the text as a whole? Consider especially the feathers used in Alice’s fly lures, the family name,
descriptions of birds around Oktober Bend, and the ravens of Alice’s fits.
4. The novel explores the nature of love between siblings, the protective love of parents and grandparents,
romantic love, and the love between friends. Discuss these and consider what the author might be trying to
communicate about love. How does this interact with the author’s idea of “forsaking”?
5. “once upon a time, a boy with no yesterdays asked a girl with no tomorrows for something no one else
wanted” (page 111). What is the significance of the use of the phrase “once upon a time” here? How does it
both establish and subvert our expectations about Alice and Manny’s love story?
6. Disability and poverty have a hugely isolating effect on people. How is this truth explored in the novel?
What can we do to help counter this in our society and to help people feel more supported and connected?
7. “‘i am alice,’ i whispered, and my words fell new-made against Manny’s shoulder” (page 172). Discuss how
Alice, in revealing herself to Manny, discovers herself anew.
8. “i felt like our house. cast adrift in an unfamiliar landscape” (page 250). The house represents safety and
stability for Alice at the beginning of the novel. How does this change over the course of the story? What
might this mean in relation to ideas of growing up, change, maturity, and family?
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