In a true tale of a young girl in Iran and her grandmother, this beautiful ode to
family celebrates small moments of love that become lifelong memories.
In this big universe full of many moons,
I have traveled and seen many wonders,
but I have never loved anything or anyone
the way I love my grandma.
While Mina is growing up in Iran, the center of her world
is her grandmother. Whether visiting friends next door,
going to the mosque for midnight prayers during Ramadan,
or taking an imaginary trip around the planets, Mina and
her grandma are never far apart. At once deeply personal
and utterly universal, Mina Javaherbin’s words make up
a love letter of the rarest sort: the kind that shares a bit
of its warmth with every reader. Soft, colorful, and full of
intricate patterns, Lindsey Yankey’s illustrations feel like a
personal invitation into the coziest home, and the adoration
between Mina and her grandma is evident on every page.
About the Author: Mina Javaherbin has written several
award-winning picture books, including Soccer Star,
illustrated by Renato Alarcão, and Goal!, illustrated by
A. G. Ford. She lives in Southern California.
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A Note from Mina Javaherbin
Grandma celebrated me! In her eyes, I did no wrong. She made me feel smart, worthy,
and confident. Her love gave me strength that sustains me to this day. I truly wish every
human could experience the kind of immense love my grandma had for me, which I
now try to pass on to my own children, because I believe children who experience an
abundance of love grow up to become resilient, self-assured, and well-adjusted adults.
My loving grandma became an orphan when she was five. Her parents died within a
short time of each other, but in those early years of her life she must have been loved
and cherished dearly as one of the youngest siblings in her family. In addition to the
support of her loving family and nanny, Grandma also had a strong ally in her god. My
grandma was a devout Muslim; she adored god and the prophet and read her Koran
every day, and she drew strength from her faith. I remember she sometimes cried
during her prayers. When I asked why she was crying, she would answer that she was
talking to god, who loves us all and is there for us in our time of need.
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As for what I believe in, I believe in my grandma’s love and compassion. She showed me
to be generous and loving toward all. She taught me that life is short and we need to live
it with love. One of her best friends was our Christian neighbor next door. You’ll read
more about these two friends in my book.
I hope that there is a heaven and one day I’ll see my grandma there and feel the warmth
of her arms wrapping around me again, but even if that never happens, she is always
right here in my heart. This book is an ode to my love for her.
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