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To my fellow Velma Diggses
K. L.

For Glenn Trussell, who is more likely 

to smile in the woods than at a party
M. M.
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STREETS 
AND 

AVENUES

The Infamous Ratsos are leaving 

the Big City . . . temporarily.

“We’re almost there, Big City 

Scouts!” says Big Lou.
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“All our Scout meetings and 

activities in the city have been fun, 

but it’s going to be nice to get away 

for a while,” says Ralphie. “I’ve never 

even been camping, and I know I’m 

going to love it.”

“I’m going to love all the badges 

I’m going to earn on this trip,” says 

Louie, admiring his vest. “We’ve 

only been Scouts for a few months, 

and I already have Organizing, 

Leadership, City Smarts, Cleanup, 

and Good Neighbor, not to mention 

my Avenue pin.”
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“I wish I wasn’t just a Street,” Ralphie 

says. “It’s going to take forever for me 

to be old enough to be an Avenue, like 

you and Sid and Kurt.”

“I think I just saw a sign for the 

Friendly Woods Campground!” says 

Millicent.
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“Exactly the distance I predicted,” 

says Velma Diggs, consulting her 

calculator.

“I can’t believe she brought a 

calculator on a camping trip,” says Kurt 

Musky. “Typical little Street.” 
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“Typical nerd,” says Sid Chitterer. 

“Actually, I think it’s cool that 

Velma’s into numbers,” Ralphie 

informs them. “I’m terrible at math.”

“I wish Fluffy had come with us, 

and Chad,” Tiny says with a sigh. 

“I even brought bags of Happy 

Puffs for him, since I know how he 

loves his snacks,” says Ralphie.

“Fluffy said something about a 

‘rutabaga emergency’ in her garden,” 

Millicent reminds him. “And Chad 

has allergies.”
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“Well, he’s missing out,” Ralphie 

says. 

“We’re missing out, too. This trip 

won’t be the same without them,” 

says Tiny.

“That’s the truth,” says Millicent. 

“Though I think Velma has potential.”

“Here we are!” says Big Lou, 

steering the van into the parking lot.

“Wait. That truck next to us looks 

familiar,” says Louie.

“The guy next to the truck looks 

really familiar,” says Ralphie. 


