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Before Kahlil Gibran ever put his pen to the page to
eventually become the world’s third-best-selling poet of
all time, he was Gibran Khalil Gibran, an immigrant
child from Lebanon who had a secret hope. That hope
sprang from his experiences in Lebanon, where
Christians and Muslims clashed like two strong
headwinds, and in Boston, where the wealthy clashed
with the poor. His secret hope: to connect all people
from around the world, bringing them together despite
their differences and beliefs.
But how could he bring people together when he himself
felt fractured? He was Kahlil Gibran, the Arab American
who struggled to make a home in America, and he was
Gibran Khalil Gibran, the Lebanese boy who missed his
home, struggling to hold on to his roots.
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CORY McCARTHY writes for children and young
adults, including their verse novel, Name Me
America, which won the middle grade category of
the 2014 Katherine Paterson Prize from Hunger
Mountain, and Breaking Sky, currently under option
with Sony Pictures. They hold a degree in poetry
from Ohio University and an MFA in writing for children and
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Kahlil found his answer in writing poetry. Kahlil’s secret
hope, shot like an arrow from Lebanon, feathered by the
spirit of American independence, became a book called
The Prophet. And even today, Kahlil’s words continue to
fly around the world, bringing people together.
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EKUA HOLMES is the illustrator of numerous
books for children, including Voice of Freedom:
Fannie Lou Hamer, Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement
by Carole Boston Weatherford, for which she
received several awards, including a Caldecott
Honor, the John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator
Award, and a Boston Globe–Horn Book Honor; Out of Wonder: Poems
Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander, Chris Colderley, and
Marjory Wentworth, for which she received a Coretta Scott King
Illustrator Award; and The Stuff of Stars by Marion Dane Bauer, for
which she also received a Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award.
Ekua Holmes lives in Boston.
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★“A welcome addition to civil rights literature for children. . . . Young readers

who open this book with just a vague notion of who Fannie Lou Hamer was will
wonder no more after absorbing this striking portrait of the singer and activist.
Bold, honest, informative, and unforgettable.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

★“Holmes’s multimedia collages perfectly capture the essence of each poem.

Like Hamer’s life, the illustrations are filled with light, texture, movement, and
darkness. . . . Bold, unapologetic, and beautiful.” —Booklist (starred review)
HC: 978-0-7636-6531-9 • PB: 978-1-5362-0325-7
Also available as an e-book

“Artist Holmes, in her children’s literature debut, elevates an already excellent
narrative with richly colored collage illustrations that layer meaning upon
meaning with scraps of historical photos, newsprint, maps, musical scores, and
more.” —The Horn Book (starred review)

A Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner

★“Caldecott Honor–winner Holmes’s textured-paper collages use bold,

angular forms and sunlit colors to spotlight poets and their subject matter.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Holmes’s stunning mixed-media illustrations have a poetry all
their own, making this homage to an international group of literary
legends a book to be treasured.” —BookPage

“Complementing the infectious mood of tribute is the spirited mixed-media
artwork by Holmes a harmonious riot of color, texture and pattern.”
—The New York Times Book Review

“Ekua Holmes . . . creates mixed media art that is as evocative as the poems they
complement and that demand we look as deeply into them as we do the poems.”

HC: 978-0-7636-8094-7 • PB: 978-1-5362-2194-7

—Literacy Daily

A Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award Winner

★“In a brilliant stroke of visual imagination, Caldecott Honor artist Holmes
uses the swirls and waves of marbled paper to represent the ebb and flow of
cosmic matter.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

★“Wow.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

★“Mesmerizing illustrations are a perfect fit for this story, which tells of the
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beginning of our universe and of life itself.” —Booklist (starred review)

“Holmes’s deep blues and reds and sunlit, primordial skies celebrate the
mysteries of the universe, the blue planet Earth, and the birth of a child.”
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—The Washington Post

