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Bookworm, speed-reader (NOT!), 
and quizzard

No-books-at-the-dinner-table 
enforcer

The book (endings) thief

Bookworm and 
Super Sticky-Note Man
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Bookworm and 
animal expert

Bookworm and inventor of 
the Jessica Finch Future Teacher 

Reading Game

Coach of the Virginia Dare 
Bookworms and cohost of 

the Book Quiz Blowout

Braintree Academy brainiac
and FOURTH-grader

Pearl

A.
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Books, books, books. Piles of books. Miles 

of books. Stacks of books. Backpacks of 

books. Towers of books. Hours of books.

Judy Moody read books on her top 

bunk. Judy read books in the Toad Pee 

Club tent. Judy read Catwings aloud to 

Mouse the cat. She read Inspector Flytrap 

to Jaws, her Venus flytrap. When she read 

to Stink’s guinea pig, Astro, she could tell 

he liked The World According to Humphrey, 

Judy Longstocking
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even though Humphrey was a hamster.

She, Judy Moody, was a book quiz 

whiz. A book wizard. A quizzard!

Stink read books, books, and more 

books, too. He read books on the bus. He 

read books at karate class. He read books 

during breaks at Saturday Science Club.

For each book he read, he made 

sticky notes to help him remember stuff:  

Spanish words in Juana & Lucas, cases 

solved by Timmy Failure, poems in Wet 

Cement.

Not only was Stink a super reader, he 

was as fast as lightning on the buzzer. 

Bzzz! He practiced at breakfast. Bzzz! He 

practiced in the backseat of the car. Bzzz! 

He practiced in the bathtub.
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“Just think, Stink. In one week, we’ll 

be at the Starlight Lanes Bowling Alley  

facing off in the First Ever Book Quiz 

Blowout for Virginia Dare School.”

“The Bookworms rule!” Stink held his 

hands high in the air.

“Yeah we do!” Judy double-high-fived 

Stink. “But the other team is going to be 

pretty hard to beat.”
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“We already won three games. We 

beat all the other second- and third-grade 

teams at our school!” Stink bragged. 

“We’re undefeated!”

“Not exactly, Stink. We only won that 

last game because the other team . . . you 

know . . . had to . . . forfeit.”

“Oh, yeah! Some kid barfed his answer 

and ran to the bathroom and he was too 

pukey to get back in the game!”

Judy made a yuck face. “Don’t remind 

me.”

“We still have a gazillion books to read 

by Saturday,” Stink told Judy.

“Two gazillion,” said Judy. “We have 

to read as many books as we can from  

Book Quiz Master Lists One and Two.” 
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She was hanging her head upside down 

off the edge of her bed, reading Pippi 

Longstocking.

“Why are you reading upside down?” 

asked Stink.

“Pippi does this! Just call me Judy Long-

stocking. It’s a fact that if all the blood 

rushes to your head, it helps your brain.”

“Says who?”

“Says fellow Bookworm Jessica A. 

Finch.”

“I think it would be better to have a 

superpower,” said Stink. “One where you 

can hold a book up to your head and all 

the words fly right into your brain.”

“Rare!” said Judy without looking 

down from her book.
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“Brainstorm!” said Stink. He ran to 

his room and came back wearing the 

cape from his Super Stink costume. Sticky 

notes were stuck all over his cape. “Super 

Sticky-Note Man to the rescue!”

Just then, Dad called up the stairs. 

“Dinnertime!”

Judy and Stink ran downstairs with 

books under each arm. Sticky notes flew 

from Stink’s cape like a trail of bread-

crumbs.

“This is new,” said Mom, noticing 

Stink’s cape.

“Like it? I’m making sticky notes 

about all the books I read. To help me  

remember stuff. I call it the Cape of 

Good Answers.” Stink opened El Deafo 
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and turned to chapter eight.

“Sorry. No books at the dinner table,” 

said Dad.

“But I have to find out what happens 

to El Deafo at the sleepover.”

“Dad’s right,” said Mom. “I’m all for 

reading, but this is our time to talk as a 

family.”

“We have to keep reading to be ready 

for the Book Quiz Blowout!” said Judy. 
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“Our team, the Virginia Dare Book-

worms, is up against the Bloodsucking 

Fake-Mustache Defenders in the B.Q.B., 

Book Quiz Blowout.”

“That’s an unusual team name,” said 

Dad.

“And get this. They’re from Braintree 

Academy,” said Judy.

“They even have brain in their school 

name,” said Stink.

“Mr. Todd told us that all the team 

names at their school had to be based 

on a book that was on the reading list. 

There was a book on the last list called 

Fake Mustache, about a kid who gets a 

fake mustache. For real.”

Stink reached behind his neck and 
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pulled off a sticky note. “The Heidelberg 

Handlebar Number Seven!” said Stink. 

“With the fake mustache, he can rob 

banks and stuff.”

“He even becomes president,” said 

Judy.

“It’s great to see you kids so into read-

ing,” said Dad.

“You’ve both been reading up a storm 

for weeks,” said Mom. “I think you’re  

going to do great.”

“I hope so. Our whole team has been 

reading like crazy,” said Judy. “Frank 

Pearl read all the animal books on the 

list and Sophie of the Elves read all the 

fantasy books.”

“And You-Know-Who read Charlotte’s 
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Web three times!” said Stink.

“Jessica Finch,” said Judy. “She loves 

pigs. And guess what. If we can beat 

Braintree, we win the Book Quiz Wizard’s 

Cup for our school.”

“It lights up!” said Stink.

“Sounds like you have a good chance 

at a trophy,” said Mom.

“Webster’s family owns the Starlight 

Lanes Bowling Alley, and he says every- 

body gets to go bowling and have a  

bottomless taco party after! They even 

have silver-dollar-pancake tacos with ice-

cream filling. No lie.”

“What, no Cockroach 

Clusters and Chocolate 

Frogs?” asked Judy.
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“Nope. Wait, what’s that?” Stink asked.

“Wizard food,” said Judy. “Or should I 

say quizzard food.”

“Eww. Teeny-tiny tacos are way  

better,” said Stink. “And all the money 

that the bowling alley makes that day 

will go to buy new books for our school 

libraries.”

“Now do you see why we can’t stop 

reading?” asked Judy.

“I do,” said Mom, laughing. “But for 

now, how about if you focus on eating 

your turkey burger.”

“Super Sticky-Note Man is going in!” 

Stink took a big bite of turkey burger. 

Judy sneaked a peek at Tales of a Fourth 

Grade Nothing under the table.
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“Hey! No fair! Judy’s reading under the 

table!”

“Stink!” said Judy. “Stop busting me. 

Don’t you want to win?”

“If I catch you reading at the table 

again,” said Dad, “guess what I’m going 

to do?”

“Send her to her room without sup-

per!” said Stink.

“Something much worse,” said Dad.

Gulp!
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“I’m going to rip out the last page of 

that book, so you’ll never know the end-

ing,” Dad said, with a tilt of his eyebrow 

and a rascally grin.

“Nooooo!” Stink cried. “What if the 

last page holds the answer to the winning 

question in the Book Quiz Blowout?”

Judy crossed her heart. “I promise I’ll 

wait till after dinner to read.”

“Good,” said Mom. “But Dad was just 

kidding. Weren’t you, Dad?”

“Of course. I’d never really rip up a 

book,” said Dad, still teasing a bit.

After dinner, the whole family took 

turns reading aloud from Charlotte’s Web, 

right up to the hold-your-breath chapter 

when Wilbur was on his way to the fair.
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