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For Sarah, who trusts that my ideas 

will work out in the end
KL

For Hayley, best rat wrangler in the Big City 

or anyplace else
MM
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REAL 
CHANGES

I love a good picnic in the park,” 

Big Lou says. “I’m just not sure about 

this background music.”

“We’re the Critter Kidz

and we’re here to say

love yourselves, love each other

each and every day . . .”
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Tiny sings as he and Millicent and 

Velma have fun dancing on the old 

bandstand stage.

“This song is by the Critter Kidz,” 

Ralphie says, snapping his fingers. 

“How can you not like their music?”

“I guess it really isn’t meant for an 

old critter like me,” Big Lou says.

“It’s meant for everyone,” Ralphie 

says.

“You have to admit, Tiny’s got 

moves,” Louie says. “And Millicent 

and Velma aren’t too bad, either.”
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“In every way, let your true self show. 

Don’t be afraid—let the whole world 

know,” Tiny continues.

“Let your true self show!” sings “Let your true self show!” sings 

Millicent.

“Let the whole world know!” sings

Velma.

“They sound pretty good, too,” says 

Ralphie. “Almost as good as the real 

thing.”

“They’d sound better if the band-

stand still had a working sound 

system,” Big Lou says. He looks 



around. “When I was your age, this 

park was in great shape. It’s really 

gone downhill over the years.”
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“Mama was working to fix things 

at the park, wasn’t she?” Louie asks. 

Mama Ratso died a little while ago, but

as long as Louie and Ralphie and Big

Lou remember her, they’re not so sad.

“She was on the Neighborhood 

Parks Committee,” Big Lou says. 

“She had ideas for some real changes 

around here. Too bad she wasn’t able 

to make them happen. Since she’s 

been gone, things have really fallen really fallen 

apart.”

“We can’t even play on the play-

ground anymore, since most of the 
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equipment is rusted or broken,” 

Ralphie says.

“Listen up, all you boys and girls,”

sings Millicent.

“Let’s come together and change the 

world!” sings Velma.world!”

“I think I’m going to go up there 

and join them,” Ralphie says. “I really 

love this song.”

“This park reminds me so much of 

your mother,” Big Lou says, smiling. 

“If she was still around, she’d know 

how to get things done around here.” 



Louie is listening, but he’s also 

watching Ralphie and Tiny and 

Millicent and Velma sing and dance. 

“Listen up,” sings Tiny.“Listen up,”

“Boys and girls,” sings Millicent.“Boys and girls,”

“Come together,” sings Velma.“Come together,”

“You can change the WORLD!”

sings Ralphie.
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And that’s when Louie gets an idea.

“I think I might know how to get 

a few things done around here, too,” 

he says.



− 2 –

WAIT FOR IT

You guys look like you’re having 

a lot of fun,” Louie says to Tiny and 

Millicent and Velma and Ralphie.

“I was born to be onstage,” Tiny 

says.

“He’s not wrong,” says Millicent.
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“I just love the Critter Kidz,” says 

“Me, too,” says Ralphie. “Their songs “Me, too,” says Ralphie. “Their songs 

make me feel good.”
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“Well, I know another way you could 

feel good,” Louie says. “I have an idea.”

“Uh-oh,” says Velma. “I’ve heard “Uh-oh,” says Velma. “I’ve heard 

about your ideas.”
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“It’s true. Not all of my brother’s 

ideas are great—” Ralphie admits.

“Hey!” says Louie.

“But they always work out in the 

end,” Ralphie adds.

“This idea has to do with singing 

and dancing,” Louie says.

“I’m listening,” says Tiny.

“I want to organize a fundraising 

concert to pay for new playground 

equipment at the Big City Park and 

maybe even a new sound system for 

the bandstand. We’ll have the concert 


