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 12. Cress changes a lot during the course of this book. “Cress felt as if she were becoming someone 
different. She wondered who. Maybe that is what growing up was all about—not knowing yourself, 
over and over again” (page 141). How would you describe growing up?

 13. Cress discovers that everyone’s life is a story and that there are stories everywhere. She thinks that 
everyone can make up a story except her. Do you like making up stories? How do you do it? 

 14. One thing that Cress is good at is making friends, and she knows the important rules: “Friends 
take care of each other. They don’t run away. They don’t make fun of each other” (page 189). What 
rules would you add?

 15. Did you think Cress’s father would be found? Why or why not?

 16. The chapters in this book are very short, some just two pages long. What do you think about this 
format? Does it move you along quickly, or break up the story too much?

 17. There are many very funny lines and incidents in this book. Which ones stand out to you?

 18. Besides Cress, who was your favorite character and why?

These questions were prepared by Grace Worcester, a former youth services consultant for the 
Vermont Department of Libraries. She has served on the Newbery Medal, Caldecott Medal, Boston 
Globe–Horn Book Award, and National Book Award for Young People’s Literature committees.
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