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Ta-da !

Hello!

What happens when a cat tries to be a dog?
With this second wry primer, the creators
of the Geisel Award–winning See the Cat:
Three Stories About a Dog return to
demonstrate that standing in for
a friend can be trickier than expected.
The dog is sick today, but have no fear—
the cat is happy to take his place! But
when the book (who is very bossy) tells
her to dig a hole, the dirt-averse cat
finds a way to accomplish the task while
keeping her fur pristine. And when the
book demands that she fetch a stick (in
the water!) or guard a sheep (from a wolf!),
the cat responds in very un-doglike ways.
Can the book and the cat reach a happy
ending? With simple, repetitive
phrases and tongue-in-cheek
humor, this spoof on a classic
early reader pits a well-meaning
but slightly dramatic cat against
a highly persistent book in a
comical battle of wits that will
have kids yowling.
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★ “Using the predictability of traditional ‘easy
reader’ books as a springboard to laugh-out-loud
moments, this book is a rewarding choice for
kids tackling the not-so-easy task of learning to
read.” —Booklist (starred review)

A Theodor Seuss Geisel Award Winner
An American Library Association Notable Children’s Book
A Booklist Editors’ Choice
A Texas Library Association 2x2 Reading List Selection
A Center for Children’s Books Gryphon Award Winner
A Cybils Award Winner
A Parents Best Book of the Year
A Midwest Independent Booksellers Association Bestseller
A Junior Library Guild Selection

Thank you, book.

★ “Children, who are frequently subject to the
control of others, will delight in seeing Max
mirror their emotions and turn the tables.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
★ “The sharp humor and expressive, highly
distilled gouache cartooning offer opportunities
for lots of giggles, but the real joy of this standout beginning reader comes from watching a
genuine underdog speak his truth.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred review)
★ “This humorous, self-referential, fourth wall–
demolishing easy reader features a dog who
seems to be at the mercy of the storyteller—or is
he?” —School Library Journal (starred review)
“Highly amusing.” —Parents
“Will have young readers giggling.”
—Minneapolis Star Tribune
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About the Authors
David LaRochelle is the author of many books for
young readers, including Isle of You, illustrated by Jaime
Kim, and How to Apologize and See the Cat: Three Stories
About a Dog, both illustrated by Mike Wohnoutka. See
David LaRochelle in White Bear Lake, Minnesota.

★ “Without ever feeling preachy or prescriptive,
the calm, even, nonjudgmental tone reminds
readers that ‘apologizing can be hard,’ but it’s
important to be sincere and simple without
making excuses. The perfect balance of
humor and gravity delivers the message in an
appealing way. . . . Children and adults alike
can see themselves in both the aggrieved
party and the wrongdoer, all presented with
understanding and compassion. Equally useful
as a lesson on social-emotional dynamics and
as a story, this book has a place on every shelf.”
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
“Wohnoutka lightens the earnest tone of
LaRochelle’s pitch with comical scenes of anthropomorphic cartoon animals either caught in
embarrassing faux pas—a penguin parachutist
literally dropping in on a crocodile in a bathtub,
for instance—or expressing remorse, both
sincerely (‘I’m sorry I borrowed your socks without
permission,’ says a giraffe to an earthworm) and
insincerely.” —Booklist
“Straightforward text combined with funny
illustrations make for an instructive primer
on how to apologize. Children will delight in
the hilarious animal antics while absorbing
the explanatory lesson without didacticism.”
—School Library Journal
“If readers feel the pang of recognition, they’ll
also see that making amends is both edifying and
evergreen.” —Publishers Weekly

Mike Wohnoutka has illustrated more than thirty
books for young readers, including How to Apologize
and See the Cat: Three Stories About a Dog, both by David
LaRochelle. He is also the author-illustrator of several
picture books, including the Croc & Turtle series. See
Mike Wohnoutka in Minneapolis
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