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More titles from Christina Soontornvat
A Newbery Honor Book
A Robert F. Sibert Honor Book
A YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction
for Young Adults Finalist
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An Orbis Pictus Honor Book
Winner of the Kirkus Prize
A Boston Globe–Horn Book Honor Winner

“Readers who already know the outcome will nonetheless be enthralled by this singular
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Also available as an e-book
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tale that captures the importance of STEM education, the beauty of Thailand, and the best
of humanity—collaboration, innovation, sacrifice, family, and love.” —Booklist (starred review)

A Newbery Honor Book

“This high seas adventure deftly
explores complex power dynamics.”
—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Luminous.” —Booklist
(starred review)

“Exploits on the high seas and

“A fantastical, Thai-inspired
twist on Les Misérables.”
—NPR
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complex characters combine in
a tale full of both excitement and
heart. An engrossing adventure
with the feeling of a whole world
to be explored.” —Kirkus Reviews
(starred review)

Given Tammy Duckworth’s personal heroism as an Army veteran,
her stunning recovery from injuries sustained in the line of duty, and
her subsequent career as an influential US senator, it’s easy to see
why Joe Biden considered her as a possible running mate during his
Democratic presidential campaign. Senator Duckworth has logged a
long list of firsts during her tenure as the first Thai American member of Congress, including being the first woman with a disability to
serve in the House and Senate. But it is her tireless determination to
keep going against staggering odds that will rivet readers of all ages.
Christina Soontornvat’s narrative biography of this groundbreaking
military veteran and rising political star will inspire readers to dream
and achieve. Evoking Senator Duckworth’s spirited nature with
sensitivity and joy, this dramatic account of a life lived in the service
of others includes a time line and suggestions for further reading.
Christina Soontornvat is the
acclaimed author of picture books, chapter books,
nonfiction, and middle-grade fiction, including
the Newbery Honor–winning fantasy A Wish in
the Dark. Her narrative nonfiction title All Thirteen:
The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team
received a Newbery Honor, a Robert F. Sibert Honor, and the
Kirkus Prize, among other honors and awards. She lives in Austin,
Texas.
Dow Phumiruk is an award-winning illustrator of several picture books, including Counting on
Katherine by Helaine Becker and Maya Lin by Jeanne
Walker Harvey. Originally from Thailand, Dow
Phumiruk lives in Colorado.
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Q & A with the creators
What drew you to the topic of Senator
Tammy Duckworth?
She decided to try again, and this time she won her

Dow Phumiruk: As a Thai woman, I was
overwhelmed with pride to know that a Thai
American woman held a US Senate seat.

House race.
A few years later, Tammy decided to run for the
Senate. Her opponent in that race mocked her when

Christina Soontornvat: Senator Duckworth
has lived a life that could inspire a hundred
biographies—she is a soldier, a mother, a
dedicated public servant. But what I find most
inspiring is how she turns the spotlight of heroism
onto other people in her life: her fellow soldiers,
the other veterans she recovered with, and her
family. Her whole life, Tammy Duckworth has
been driven to serve and give back to others. That
sense of service has magnified her own life and
made it possible for her to accomplish amazing
things. Her story is definitely one that all young
people should know!

she stated that her ancestors had served in the military
going all the way back to the American Revolution. To
him, it was impossible that someone with Tammy’s Thai
heritage could also descend from a long line of American
heroes. Tammy’s response to his racism was to defeat
him soundly. She would not let someone else’s ignorance
hold her back.

Were there any details about Senator
Duckworth’s life that really stood out to you?
CS: Like most people, I knew about the senator’s
military service in Iraq and the brutal attack that
took her legs (and nearly took her life). But I was
surprised to learn that she had gone through so
much adversity as a teenager. When her family
was living in Hawaii, they went through financial
hardships that nearly left them homeless. At
that young age, Tammy Duckworth had to work
several jobs to make enough money so that her
family could eat. The experience showed her that
she could be tough and resilient (life skills that
she would rely on years later, when recovering
from the attack in Iraq). That struggle has also
influenced her work in Congress.
DP: I was especially in awe of her drive and
determination. She has overcome many obstacles in life and has subsequently achieved so much.

What does it mean to you to be working as a Thai American team?

CS: She knows what it feels like to have food insecurity and to rely on government assistance, and she has fought to
help others in that same situation.
Dow, were there any experiences from your life that helped with the illustrations of the book?
DP: My Thai heritage brought much to the process. I was easily able to create a likeness of Tammy, as the Asian
features inherited from her Thai mother were familiar to me. My medical background as a retired physician and former
nurse allowed me to create a realistic environment in scenes of her recovery at Walter Reed Hospital.

Illustration copyright © 2022 by Dow Phumiruk

CS: Working with an award-winning and beloved Thai American illustrator to tell the life story of one of the
most well-known and accomplished Thai Americans is such an incredible honor. Senator Duckworth is held
in high esteem both in Thailand and in Thai communities here in the United States. At the same time, she
busts through so many commonly held stereotypes about Thai Americans, and about Asian American women
in general. She is a fighter in every sense of the word, but she also carries so much love and generosity in her
heart—qualities that Dow has brought out so beautifully in her artwork.
DP: My Thai pride is overflowing! I am so grateful to work with the incomparably talented Christina
Soontornvat. And I can’t wait for children to read about this incredible woman of Thai and American
background!
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