STORY-HOUR KIT
A Shortcut to Your Story Hour
Presenting our first CHIRP Story-Hour Kit containing simple and
entertaining activities to be used in conjunction with The Sniffles for Bear
and I Want My Hat Back.
For each title we also offer reproducibles to use at your story hours.
Have fun!

The Sniffles for Bear
by Bonny Becker
illustrated by
Kady MacDonald Denton
978-0-7636-4756-8
Ages 3–7
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I Want My Hat Back
written and illustrated by
Jon Klassen
978-0-7636-5598-3
Ages 4–8
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I Want My Hat Back

The Sniffles for Bear

Which Hat Belongs to Bear?

When I Am Sick

Bear’s hat is gone, and he desperately wants it back.
He knows what shape and color it is, but can’t remember
where he has seen it last. Use the “Which Hat Belongs
to Bear?” reproducible to review shapes and colors with
children. Note to children that bear’s hat is “red and
pointy,” then have them identify the corresponding
shape on the page (the triangle) and color it red.
Remind children that Snake once saw a hat that was
“blue and round,” then ask them to identify the shape
that best represents snake’s hat (the circle) and color it
blue. Then review the last two remaining shapes,
asking children to color the square green and the
rectangle yellow.

Bear has a terrible cold, and Mouse is eager to make
Bear “good as new.” Mouse reads and sings to Bear, plays
the banjo for him, and finally makes him some nettle
soup. Ask children what makes them feel better when
they are sick. Is it a loved one tucking them in bed? Is it
a favorite stuffed animal? Or perhaps a bowl of chicken
soup? Have children complete the sentence on the
“When I Am Sick” reproducible, and ask them to draw
a picture depicting what makes them feel better. Young
children may need to dictate to an adult.

I Want My _at Back
Use this reproducible to structure a word-building
activity. Explain to children that by removing the first
letter in a word, such at the h in hat, and replacing it
with another letter, a new word is created. Have them
fill in the blanks with the letters at the bottom and see
what words are formed.

Have You Seen My Hat? Game
Model this activity after the well-known game “Hot
Potato.” Find an object to represent bear’s hat. It could
be something in the shape of a triangle or any item
that is red. Have children sit in a circle. Begin by giving
one child the item. Explain that the child with the
item should turn to the person on his or her right and
ask, “Have you seen my hat?” The other child should
respond, “No.” The first child should say, “Okay. Thank
you, anyway” and hand the item to the child who said
“No.” Have children continue this routine until you say,
“Stop.” The child left holding the item when you say
“Stop” must sit in the center of the circle. At the end of
the next round, the child left holding the “hat” should
take his or her place in the center of the circle, and the
process is repeated until the game is over.

For My Friend
Bear is convinced that no one has ever been as sick as
he is. In fact, he is so sick that he creates a will. Explain
to children that Bear is being ridiculously dramatic,
imagining that he won’t survive his cold and deciding
which of his favorite possessions should go to his good
friend, Mouse, after he is gone. Bear is planning to give
Mouse his red roller skates, his mop and wash bucket,
and even his teakettle. Ask the children to imagine
that they will be moving to a faraway place and can’t
take all their possessions with them. Which of their
cherished items would they give to a friend? Have them
draw and caption those items on the “For My Friend”
reproducible. Younger children may need to dictate their
captions to an adult.

Make-Your-Own Hat Template
Children can use this template to make their own hats.
First decorate the template then cut it out by following
the solid lines. Fold on dotted lines and tape together
where indicated.
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Make Your Own Hat Activity Sheet
Use this template to make a hat that is
unmistakably yours. First decorate the
template below, then cut it out by
following the solid lines. Fold on
the dotted lines and tape
together where indicated.

TA P E H
ER E

S E P T E M B E R 2 011
HC: 978-0-7636-5598-3 • $15.99
Ages 4–8

Materials:
Safety scissors
Clear tape
Crayons, markers,
and other fun
decorating materials
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The Sniffles for Bear
When I Am Sick

When I am sick,										
makes me feel better.
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