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Welcome to the 

Get Set for Story Hour 
It is our pleasure to present our latest Candlewick Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit. This kit 

contains simple and entertaining activities to be used in conjunction with our books. 

Each activity is designed to foster the skills that lead to early reading success in children.

Our 2021 story-hour kit showcases four delightful books filled with themes of 

determination, humor, celebration, and language learning. For each title, we offer two 

activities aimed at boosting children’s narrative skills, letter knowledge, print awareness, 

vocabulary, print motivation, or phonological awareness—but most of all, their 

enthusiasm for literature. Because the caregiver’s role is essential in a child’s readiness 

to read, we have included a handout at the end of this kit that explains these six specific 

early literacy skills. Passing this out to caregivers will assist them in getting their child 

ready to read.

HAVE FUN!

Books to be used with this Candlewick Read to Us! Story-Hour Kit

Mi Casa Is My Home
by Laurenne Sala

illustrated by Zara González Hoang

HC: 978-1-5362-0943-3

e-book: 978-1-5362-2560-0

Ages 3–7

Sheepish (Wolf Under Cover)
by Helen Yoon

HC: 978-1-5362-0732-3

Ages 3–7

Tyrone O’Saurus Dreams
by James Howe

illustrated by Randy Cecil

HC: 978-1-5362-1087-3

Ages 4–8

Sometimes Cake
by Edwina Wyatt

illustrated by Tamsin Ainslie

HC: 978-1-5362-1781-0

Ages 2–5 
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Sheepish
IDIOMS
The wolf  dreams of  tasty sheep—sheep sandwiches, 
sheep sushi, sheep tacos! In his clever sheep costume, 
he infiltrates the friendly neighborhood herd, blending 
in by helping with chores, reading bedtime stories to 
the lambs, and working up a sweat in sheep aerobics 
class. The wolf ’s sneaky plan works so well that he 
becomes part of  the family. Ask the children whether 
they know the expression “a wolf  in sheep’s clothing” 
and explain that it means an enemy disguised as a 
friend. This hilarious story is about a (supposedly) 
sneaky wolf  in disguise. Hold up each illustration and 
have the children point out which “sheep” is actually 
the wolf. Then have them color the picture of  the 
wolf  on the attached reproducible and dress him up 
as a sheep.

This activity promotes narrative skills.

DON’T GET CAUGHT!
At the end of  the book, it is revealed that the wolf  
wasn’t actually fooling the sheep at all—they knew 
he was a wolf  the whole time! Ask the children why 
they think the sheep weren’t fooled. Could the wolf  
have done more to disguise himself  or pretend to be 
a sheep? Ask the children if  they know what empathy 
is. If  they don’t, explain that it is understanding and 
sharing someone else’s feelings. Do they think the 
wolf  has more empathy for the sheep now? Have 
the children complete the maze on the attached 
reproducible to get the wolf  back home without being 
caught.

This activity fosters narrative skills and print awareness.

Tyrone O’Saurus Dreams
CHOREOGRAPHY
Tyrone has a dream. But it seems like everyone else 
has their own dream for Tyrone. Should he be a 
dentist? A lawyer? A football player like his brother, 
Johnny? None of  those things make Tyrone happy. 
Then he meets the strongest dinosaur he’s ever 
seen, who inspires him to follow his own heart and 
become a dancer—like her. Ask the children why it 
was important for Tyrone to meet Brontorina. Why 
didn’t Tyrone tell his brother, Johnny, what his real 
dream was from the beginning? Do the children 
have a dream like Tyrone? Have them choreograph 
their own dance using moves found on the attached 
reproducible.

This activity promotes narrative skills.

BUILDING A DREAM
Tyrone is a young dinosaur who, with a little love and 
encouragement, finds the courage to dance his way 
into his dreams. Ask the children what steps Tyrone 
takes to accomplish his goal. Have them start a list of  
their own with steps to reach their own dreams. Then 
have the children finish the picture on the attached 
reproducible.

This activity promotes print motivation.

Illustration copyright © 2021 by Randy Cecil

DIRECTIONS
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Mi Casa Is My Home
LUCÍA’S SEEK-AND-FIND
Bienvenidos to Lucía’s home. Lucía lives in her casa 
with her big, loud, beautiful familia, and she’s going 
to show you around! From la puerta, where Abuela 
likes to wave to the neighbors and wait for packages 
from Puerto Rico or Spain, to la cocina, where Lucía 
watches her mamá turn empty pots into soups and 
arroces, to el patio, where Lucía and her cousins 
(and her cousins’ cousins!) put on magic shows, Lucía 
loves her busy and cozy casa. Ask the children if  they 
know what the word casa means in English. It means 
home. Do they know the word for home in any other 
languages? Hold up the illustrations in the book and 
point out the Spanish words for the places Lucía is 
referring to. Then have the children find the Spanish 
words hidden in the word search on the attached 
reproducible.

This activity encourages letter knowledge and vocabulary.

TOUR LUCIA’S HOME
Lucía is excited to show readers around her home and 
introduce her intergenerational family. Ask the children 
if  they have a big family like Lucía. What would a tour 
of  their home look like? Could they define each of  the 
words in the previous activity’s word search? Have the 
children match the Spanish words with their English 
counterparts on the attached reproducible.

This activity encourages vocabulary.

Illustrations copyright © 2021 by Zara González Hoang

Sometimes Cake
GROUP CELEBRATION
Audrey and Lion celebrate little and ordinary things 
with great enthusiasm. Some of  the things they 
celebrate include colors, days of  the week, food, and, 
of  course, lions. Ask the children to think of  something 
small and ordinary that is very important to them. 
How would they like to celebrate it? Who would they 
like to share that celebration with? Do they think it is 
funny or strange to celebrate little and ordinary things? 
Have the children color the attached reproducible and 
draw themselves joining the celebration.

This activity fosters narrative skills.

HATS OFF!
Discuss with the children some of  the things that Lion 
and Audrey do to celebrate. What do they make? What 
do they do? What are some other things that people 
do to celebrate? Have the children design their own 
celebration hats using the attached reproducible. Help 
them cut out the crown and attach the two sides with a 
staple or tape.

This activity fosters narrative skills.

DIRECTIONS
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IDIOMS
Color the picture of  the wolf  below and dress him up as a sheep. In the 
background, draw the kinds of  things that might be around sheep.

Illustration copyright © 2021 by Helen Yoon
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DON’T GET CAUGHT!
Can you help the wolf  get back to his home without being caught by a sheep?

Illustrations copyright © 2021 by Helen Yoon

start

end
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CHOREOGRAPHY
Use the dance moves below as inspiration to choreograph your own dance! 
Then perform it for your friends, parents, or classmates, and describe each 
movement in the dance.

Illustration copyright © 2021 by Randy Cecil
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BUILDING A DREAM
Connect the dots to complete the image of  Tyrone, then draw a background to 
complete the picture.

Illustration copyright © 2021 by Randy Cecil
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LUCÍA’S SEEK-AND-FIND
Find and circle the following Spanish words from the book in the word search 
below. What does each word mean?

Puzzle by TheWordSearch.com
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TOUR LUCÍA’S HOME
Match each Spanish word with its English meaning.  
Then label each part of  the house with the correct words!

el patio 

la sala

la cocina

el baño

la puerta

door

living room

bathroom

yard

kitchen

Illustrations copyright © 2021 by Zara González Hoang
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GROUP CELEBRATION
Color the celebration scene, then draw yourself  in. What would you be 
celebrating? What clothing would you wear? What accessories would you put 
on? What would you be doing to celebrate?

Illustration copyright © 2020 by Tasmin Ainslie
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HATS OFF!
Create your own party hat! Color the crown and cut it out. Attach the two ends 
with a staple or tape. Then use other materials, such as ribbons, pom-poms, or 
stickers, to finish your celebration hat.

Illustration copyright © 2020 by Tasmin Ainslie
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NARRATIVE SKILLS 

Tell stories together, encourage pretend play, 
and let your child be a storyteller. 

LETTER KNOWLEDGE 
Help your child identify the first letter in his 
or her name and find it in books, on street 
signs, and on package labels. 

PRINT AWARENESS 

Help your child discover how to hold a book 
and turn the pages. 

VOCABULARY 

Teach your child the specific names for 
things, such as vegetables in the grocery store. 

PRINT MOTIVATION 

Find books that speak to your child’s interests 
and share them often. 

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS 

Sing songs, play games, and share rhymes to 
help your child play with the smaller sounds 
in words.  

HELP YOUR CHILD GET READY TO READ 

Illustration copyright © 2021 by Zara González Hoang


